
 	  

EPISODE TITLE:   “What if Easter is true?” 
 

Featured Guest: Dr. Eric Elnes  
Dr. Eric Elnes is a biblical scholar with a Ph.D. in Biblical Studies from 
Princeton Theological Seminary.  He is also a leading articulator of 
Convergence Christianity and Senior Minister of Countryside Community 
Church (UCC) in Omaha, NE.  Eric has written several books on faith, 
theology and culture including, The Phoenix Affirmations: A New Vision for 
the Future of Christianity (Jossey-Bass, 2006) and a book on experiential 
worship calledIgniting Worship: The Seven Deadly Sins (Abingdon, 
2004).  In 2006, Eric also helped lead a 2,500 mile walk from Phoenix to 
Washington, DC, to promote awareness of progressive/emerging Christian 
faith and practice and meet with Christians at a grassroots to hear their 
hopes and dreams for the future of faith in America.  His journey, which is 
the subject of a feature-length film,The Asphalt Gospel, is recounted in his 
book, Asphalt Jesus: Finding a New Christian Faith on the Highways of 
America (Jossey-Bass, 2007).  Elnes lives as an “empty nester” in Omaha 
with his wife, Melanie, dog Roe, and cat Tamar.  They have two college-age 
daughters, Arianna and Maren. 
	  

Pneuma Divina Scripture:  Matthew 28:1-10 
1 After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly 
there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending 
from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His 
appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear 
of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5But the angel 
said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for 
Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he 
said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples, “He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going 
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my message for 
you.’ 8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to 
tell his disciples.9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ And 
they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshipped him. 10Then 
Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee; there they will see me.’ 
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R U Kidding?, Episode 7 

Questions:  
 
1.  What does the story of 
Easter mean if it turns out to be 
true? How would we know if it 
is true?   
 
2.  Do you have lived 
experience of death and 
resurrection? If so, how does 
that experience inform your 
understanding of the Easter 
story?   
 
3.  Eric suggests the lived 
experience of resurrection is 
reflected in the Psalm 23. 
Where else in life or in scripture 
do you see reflections of 
resurrection? What is 
resurrection calling you to do or 
to be? 
 
Thorny Theological 
Question: 
 
Easter: What if it’s true? And 
how would we know? 


