
  

EPISODE TITLE:   “The Transfiguration” 
 

Featured Guest:  Eric Elnes 

Dr. Eric Elnes is a biblical scholar with a Ph.D. in Biblical Studies from Princeton 
Theological Seminary.  He is also a leading articulator of Convergence 
Christianity and Senior Minister of Countryside Community Church (UCC) in 
Omaha, NE.  Eric has written several books on faith, theology and culture 
including, The Phoenix Affirmations: A New Vision for the Future of 
Christianity (Jossey-Bass, 2006) and a book on experiential worship called Igniting 
Worship: The Seven Deadly Sins (Abingdon, 2004).  In 2006, Eric also helped lead 
a 2,500 mile walk from Phoenix to Washington, DC, to promote awareness of 
progressive/emerging Christian faith and practice and meet with Christians at a 
grassroots to hear their hopes and dreams for the future of faith in America.  

Pneuma Divina Scripture:  Matthew 16:24 – 17:8 

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those 
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 
sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world 
but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 27 ‘For 
the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and 
then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, 
there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the 
Son of Man coming in his kingdom.’ 

17Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John 
and led them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2And he was 
transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes 
became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and 
Elijah, talking with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us 
to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one 
for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ 5While he was still speaking, suddenly a 
bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, ‘This is 
my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!’ 6When the 
disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by 
fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, ‘Get up and do not be 
afraid.’ 8And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself 
alone. 
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Wholly Human, Holy Divine, Episode 6 

Questions: 
 
 1. What does the transfiguration 
tell us about what it means to be 
wholly human, holy divine? Have 
you had your own mountaintop 
experience? What meaning did it 
hold for you? 
 
2. What do all of these stories 
about the life of Jesus have to tell 
us about fear and about calling? 
What can we do to be more 
courageous in following our own 
passion to do the right good? 
 
3. Eric suggests it is possible that 
God is shown to be present even 
in the darkest places, such as the 
cross. How is it possible for us, 
along with Jesus, to find light and 
life and hope even in that 
darkness? What does that 
possibility tell us about God? 
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