
 	  

EPISODE TITLE:   “Picked Last” 
 

Featured Guest: Jane Voigts  
Jane grew up in Des Moines and in the Lutheran Church where she 
discovered she had a knack to "make church fun." In her adult life she found 
her spiritual home in the United Methodist Church and after a surprising call 
in the desert on Good Friday (really!) she transitioned into ordained ministry, 
with a desire to continue developing her passions and gifts for comedy and 
fun-making for the church and faith walk. She graduated from the Claremont 
School of Theology in 1996. There she created an improv troupe of 
seminarians called Angelic Residue; they played improv games with scripture 
and were a huge hit everywhere we went (not to brag - thanks goes to 
God!). She's served churches in West Los Angeles, Appleton WI, San Luis 
Obispo and last year was appointed to take a first stab at creating a full-
fledged Comedy Church in Toluca Lake (next to Burbank). That experiment 
has ended and she's currently on "family leave" caring for her parents in 
Waverly and continuing her pursuit of building new bridges between comedy 
and theology. She's presently writing a blog that explores the Bible from a 
comic angle, The Comic Lens, as well as developing, producing and 
performing a unique variety show entitled, The Bible Cabaret: A Comedy and 
Music Review Starring the Old and New Testaments. In her spare time she 
collects polyester pant suits and figures out how to connect dots. 
	  
Pneuma Divina Scripture:  Matthew 20:1-16 
1	  ‘For	  the	  kingdom	  of	  heaven	  is	  like	  a	  landowner	  who	  went	  out	  early	  in	  the	  
morning	  to	  hire	  labourers	  for	  his	  vineyard.	  2After	  agreeing	  with	  the	  
labourers	  for	  the	  usual	  daily	  wage,	  he	  sent	  them	  into	  his	  vineyard.	  3When	  
he	  went	  out	  about	  nine	  o’clock,	  he	  saw	  others	  standing	  idle	  in	  the	  market-‐
place;	  4and	  he	  said	  to	  them,	  “You	  also	  go	  into	  the	  vineyard,	  and	  I	  will	  pay	  
you	  whatever	  is	  right.”	  So	  they	  went.	  5When	  he	  went	  out	  again	  about	  noon	  
and	  about	  three	  o’clock,	  he	  did	  the	  same.6And	  about	  five	  o’clock	  he	  went	  
out	  and	  found	  others	  standing	  around;	  and	  he	  said	  to	  them,	  “Why	  are	  you	  
standing	  here	  idle	  all	  day?”	  7They	  said	  to	  him,	  “Because	  no	  one	  has	  hired	  
us.”	  He	  said	  to	  them,	  “You	  also	  go	  into	  the	  vineyard.”	  8When	  evening	  came,	  
the	  owner	  of	  the	  vineyard	  said	  to	  his	  manager,	  “Call	  the	  labourers	  and	  give	  
them	  their	  pay,	  beginning	  with	  the	  last	  and	  then	  going	  to	  the	  first.”	  9When	  
those	  hired	  about	  five	  o’clock	  came,	  each	  of	  them	  received	  the	  usual	  daily	  
wage.	  10Now	  when	  the	  first	  came,	  they	  thought	  they	  would	  receive	  more;	  
but	  each	  of	  them	  also	  received	  the	  usual	  daily	  wage.	  11And	  when	  they	  
received	  it,	  they	  grumbled	  against	  the	  landowner,	  12saying,	  “These	  last	  
worked	  only	  one	  hour,	  and	  you	  have	  made	  them	  equal	  to	  us	  who	  have	  
borne	  the	  burden	  of	  the	  day	  and	  the	  scorching	  heat.”	  13But	  he	  replied	  to	  
one	  of	  them,	  “Friend,	  I	  am	  doing	  you	  no	  wrong;	  did	  you	  not	  agree	  with	  me	  
for	  the	  usual	  daily	  wage?	  14Take	  what	  belongs	  to	  you	  and	  go;	  I	  choose	  to	  
give	  to	  this	  last	  the	  same	  as	  I	  give	  to	  you.	  15Am	  I	  not	  allowed	  to	  do	  what	  I	  
choose	  with	  what	  belongs	  to	  me?	  Or	  are	  you	  envious	  because	  I	  am	  
generous?”	  16So	  the	  last	  will	  be	  first,	  and	  the	  first	  will	  be	  last.’	  
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R U Kidding?, Episode 2 

Questions:  
 
1.  What is your initial reaction 
to this story?  Does it seem 
fair?  How important to you 
are fairness and equity?   
 
2.  What are some possible 
reasons some of the workers 
in the story ended up being 
picked last?  What does it feel 
like not to be picked?   
 
3. What does the audacious 
claim of Jesus that the last will 
be first and the first will be last 
tell us about our own dignity 
and worth, and that of our 
brothers and sisters? 
 
Thorny Theological 
Question: 
 
What does it feel like not to be 
picked? 


