
  

EPISODE TITLE:   “The Temptation” 
 

Featured Guest:  Rev. David Lose 
 

David J. Lose became the president of Lutheran Theological Seminary at 
Philadelphia on Sept. 1, 2014. Before that, he held the Marbury E. Anderson Chair 
in Biblical Preaching at Luther Seminary, where he also served as the Director of 
the Center for Biblical Preaching. He is the author of Preaching at the Crossroads: 
How the World — and Our Preaching — Is Changing (2013), Making Sense of the 
Cross (2011), Making Sense of the Christian Faith (2010), Making Sense of Scripture 
(2009), and Confessing Jesus Christ: Preaching in a Postmodern World (2003). He 
speaks widely in the United States and abroad on preaching, Christian faith in a 
postmodern world, and biblical interpretation. 

Pneuma Divina Scripture:  Matthew 3 

4Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He 
fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter came 
and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of 
bread.’ 4But he answered, ‘It is written, 
“One does not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” ’ 

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, 6saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, 
“He will command his angels concerning you”, 
and “On their hands they will bear you up, 
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ’  
7Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” ’ 

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of 
the world and their splendour; 9and he said to him, ‘All these I will give you, if you will fall 
down and worship me.’ 10Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 
“Worship the Lord your God, 
and serve only him.” ’  
11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left 
Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the lake, in the territory of Zebulun and 
Naphtali, 14so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:  
15 ‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—  
16 the people who sat in darkness 
have seen a great light, 
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
light has dawned.’  
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.’ 
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Questions: 
 

1.  Why do you think Jesus 
was tempted?  What role 
do temptations, and our 
response to them, play in 
our own lives?   
 
2.  In what ways might our 
temptations and seductions 
lure us away from 
relationship with God?  
 
3.  What do you think 
David means when he 
refers to, "an obedience of 
profound trust?"  How can 
the wilderness sometimes 
be a place of deep beauty 
and meaning? 


