
  

 

  
EPISODE TITLE:   “With him? Joseph and Prison  

(Protecting)” 
 

Featured Guest:  Bishop John Selders 
The Rt. Rev. Dr. John L. Selders, Jr. is an ordained minister serving in the United 
Church of Christ (UCC), the Organizing Pastor of Amistad UCC, Hartford, CT, 
and Executive Director of Zezzo House (an 18 unit housing project). He is also the 
Bishop Presider of The Inter-Denominational Conference of Liberation 
Congregations and Ministries and is the Co-Convening Bishop of The Sacred 
College of Progressive Episcopates. Bishop Selders has traveled across the country 
speaking, lecturing and conducting workshops in the areas of race, anti-racism 
and internalized oppression. He is a teacher, lecturer, workshop leader, an 
HIV/AIDS educator and activist. He works with several organizations both locally 
and nationally whose work is ultimately concerned with the healing of humanity. 

Pneuma Divina Scripture:  Genesis 39:1-23 
39 Now Joseph was taken down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the 
captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had brought 
him down there. The LORD was with Joseph, and he became a successful man; he was in 2

the house of his Egyptian master. His master saw that the LORD was with him, and that 3

the LORD caused all that he did to prosper in his hands. 4So Joseph found favour in his 
sight and attended him; he made him overseer of his house and put him in charge of all 
that he had. 5From the time that he made him overseer in his house and over all that he 
had, the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; the blessing of 
the LORD was on all that he had, in house and field. 6So he left all that he had in Joseph’s 
charge; and, with him there, he had no concern for anything but the food that he ate. 

Now Joseph was handsome and good-looking. 7And after a time his master’s wife cast 
her eyes on Joseph and said, ‘Lie with me.’ But he refused and said to his master’s wife, 8

‘Look, with me here, my master has no concern about anything in the house, and he has 
put everything that he has in my hand. He is not greater in this house than I am, nor 9

has he kept back anything from me except yourself, because you are his wife. How then 
could I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?’ 10And although she spoke to 
Joseph day after day, he would not consent to lie beside her or to be with her. 11One day, 
however, when he went into the house to do his work, and while no one else was in the 
house, 12she caught hold of his garment, saying, ‘Lie with me!’ But he left his garment in 
her hand, and fled and ran outside. 13When she saw that he had left his garment in her 
hand and had fled outside, 14she called out to the members of her household and said to 
them, ‘See, my husband has brought among us a Hebrew to insult us! He came in to me 
to lie with me, and I cried out with a loud voice; 15and when he heard me raise my voice 
and cry out, he left his garment beside me, and fled outside.’ 16Then she kept his garment 
by her until his master came home, 17and she told him the same story, saying, ‘The 
Hebrew servant, whom you have brought among us, came in to me to insult me; 18but as 
soon as I raised my voice and cried out, he left his garment beside me, and fled outside.’ 
19When his master heard the words that his wife spoke to him, saying, ‘This is the way 
your servant treated me’, he became enraged. 20And Joseph’s master took him and put 
him into the prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were confined; he remained 
there in prison. 21But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love; he gave 
him favour in the sight of the chief jailer. 22The chief jailer committed to Joseph’s care all 
the prisoners who were in the prison, and whatever was done there, he was the one who 
did it. 23The chief jailer paid no heed to anything that was in Joseph’s care, because 
the LORD was with him; and whatever he did, the LORD made it prosper. 
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A Way Out of No Way, Episode 3 

Questions: 
 
1.  Joseph experiences extremes 
of struggle and success. How 
does that compare to your 
experiences and to the lives of 
people you know? 
 
 
 
Thorny Theological 
Question: 
 
What is the real Prosperity 
Gospel if it isn't about wealth and 
success? 

  


