
  

 

  
EPISODE TITLE:   “Can God Trust Us? Abraham and 

Call (Blessing)” 
 

Featured Guest:  Jacqueline E. Lapsley 
Jacqueline E. Lapsley is associate professor of Old Testament at 
Princeton Theological Seminary. She is most recently co-editor of 
The Old Testament and Ethics: A Book-by-Book Survey (Baker 
Academic, 2013), A Women’s Bible Commentary, Third Edition 
(Westminster John Knox, 2012), and associate editor for The 
Dictionary of Scripture and Ethics (Baker Academic, 2011). She is 
currently working on environmental issues in the Old Testament. 

Pneuma Divina Scripture:  Genesis 12:1-9 
12 Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your 
kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2I 
will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who 
bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.’ 

4So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. 
Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from 
Haran. 5Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all 
the possessions that they had gathered, and the persons whom they 
had acquired in Haran; and they set forth to go to the land of 
Canaan. When they had come to the land of Canaan, 6Abram passed 
through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At 
that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7Then the Lord appeared 
to Abram, and said, ‘To your offspring I will give this land.’ So he 
built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8From 
there he moved on to the hill country on the east of Bethel, and 
pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and 
there he built an altar to the Lord and invoked the name of the 
Lord. 9And Abram journeyed on by stages towards the Negeb. 
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A Way Out of No Way, Episode 2 
 

Questions: 
 
1.  How might the whole world 
benefit from the blessing 
bestowed on this one family?   
 
2.  What do you think it means 
for our faith and ourselves that 
Abraham displays common 
human flaws and frailties?   
 
3.  Can God trust us?  
 
 
Thorny Theological 
Question: 
 
Can God trust us? 
 

  


