EPISODE TITLE: “Noah and the Flood (Saving)”
A Way Out of No Way, Episode 1

Featured Guest: Dr. Eric Elnes

Questions:
1. Why does God allow evil?
What is the source of evil?
2. What does it mean for us that
God is more focused on being in
relationship with us than on us
being perfect?
3. How can you trust a God that
allows evil in the world?

Thorny Theological
Question:
Is God trustworthy?
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Dr. Eric Elnes is a biblical scholar with a Ph.D. in Biblical Studies from
Princeton Theological Seminary. He is also a leading articulator of
Convergence Christianity and Senior Minister of Countryside
Community Church (UCC) in Omaha, NE. Eric has written several books
on faith, theology and culture including, The Phoenix Affirmations: A New
Vision for the Future of Christianity (Jossey-Bass, 2006) and a book on
experiential worship called Igniting Worship: The Seven Deadly
Sins (Abingdon, 2004). In 2006, Eric also helped lead a 2,500 mile walk
from Phoenix to Washington, DC, to promote awareness of
progressive/emerging Christian faith and practice and meet with
Christians at a grassroots to hear their hopes and dreams for the future
of faith in America. His journey, which is the subject of a feature-length
film, The Asphalt Gospel, is recounted in his book, Asphalt Jesus: Finding a
New Christian Faith on the Highways of America (Jossey-Bass, 2007).

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Genesis 6:16-22; 9:8-15
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Make a roof for the ark, and finish it to a cubit above; and put the door
of the ark in its side; make it with lower, second, and third decks. 17For my
part, I am going to bring a flood of waters on the earth, to destroy from
under heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; everything that is on
the earth shall die. 18But I will establish my covenant with you; and you
shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives
with you. 19And of every living thing, of all flesh, you shall bring two of
every kind into the ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male
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and female. Of the birds according to their kinds, and of the animals
according to their kinds, of every creeping thing of the ground according
to its kind, two of every kind shall come in to you, to keep them
alive. 21Also take with you every kind of food that is eaten, and store it up;
and it shall serve as food for you and for them.’ 22Noah did this; he did all
that God commanded him.
9 8Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9‘As for me, I am
establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you, 10and
with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic
animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of
the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh
be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to
destroy the earth.’ 12God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I make
between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all
future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign
of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the
earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant
that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.

