
Wherever You Are, We’ll Meet You There

Leaders GuideNew to the role of facilitator? 
Here are a few tips to help you

get started.

• First of all, a facilitator’s job is to 
coordinate the flow of each session. 
View the video segment ahead of time 
and make your own notes and obser-
vations.

• Prepare the meeting place so that it 
is comfortable. Arrive early; help or-
ganize any refreshments and test your 
video player/computer.

• Getting to know one another helps 
the discussions flow. Welcome all, 
catch up and reflect a bit on last week’s 
session in the first few minutes. 

• You don’t have to be the expert. You 
are not expected to provide answers 
to questions provided. So let the ques-
tions ignite the conversation and see 
where it takes the group.

• It’s everyone’s responsibility to 
make sure everyone else gets an equal 
amount of time to talk.

• Listen first; evaluate later. Make sure 
you understand a comment, then ask 
questions or pose other options.

• Encourage participants to bring a 
Bible or other resources.

• If you feel so moved, start, and/or 
end your session in prayer.
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“Prophetically Incorrect”
Pop quiz: What does an 8th Century Jewish shepherd have to say about 
the modern economy, the 1%, and politics as usual? Join Darkwood 
Brew’s Rev. Eric Elnes, Ph.D. for in-depth conversation over six weeks 
with Frank Schaeffer as they explore the precarious art of prophecy in 
Amos’ day, and in our own.

Welcome to the Darkwood Brew journey!
We are glad you can join us. Our primary resources for small group 
study are condensed versions of Darkwood Brew’s weekly one-hour 
episodes. These are called GUIDED EPISODES. Each Guided Episode 
is 25-30 minutes in length. There are pause points with questions pro-
vided for each Episode, intended for group discussion or individual 
reflection.

On the following page, you will find information on the Series Topic, 
Skype Guests, Scripture passage, and Questions posed during the 
episode.
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EPISODE TITLE: “Selling the Righteous”

Prophetically Incorrect, Episode 1

Frank is a survivor of both polio and an evangelical/fundamentalist 
childhood, an acclaimed novelist of 4 novels including Portofi no who 
overcame severe dyslexia, a home-schooled and self-taught documen-
tary movie director, a feature fi lm director and producer of four low 
budget Hollywood features Frank has described as “pretty terrible.” 
Of Frank’s writing Jeff  Sharlet (Th e New Statesman October 25, 2007 ) 
writes, “‘Crazy For God’ is a brilliant book, a portrait of fundamental-
ism painted in broad strokes with streaks of nuance, the twinned com-
ing-of-age story of Frank and the Christian right.”

6 Th us says the Lord:
For three transgressions of Israel,
   and for four, I will not revoke the punishment;
because they sell the righteous for silver,
   and the needy for a pair of sandals— 
7 they who trample the head of the poor into the dust of the earth,
   and push the affl  icted out of the way;
father and son go in to the same girl,
   so that my holy name is profaned; 
8 they lay themselves down beside every altar
   on garments taken in pledge;
and in the house of their God they drink
   wine bought with fi nes they imposed. 

Featured Guest: Frank Schaeff er

Questions:

1. What do you consider to be the most 
pressing economic issues in our time? Is 
it the place of the church and other faith 
communities to address those issues?
2. What are some examples of situations 
today where the poor people of the world 
suff er due to prevailing economic patterns
3. What are some current examples of 
perfectly legal systematic injustice? How 
do they come about to begin with?
4. Frank suggests that one way we tacitly 
support systematic injustice is by politi-
cizing issues instead of having a personal 
relationship to the suff ering of those af-
fected. How can we break that pattern?
5. What deeply held beliefs might you 
have to temporarily set aside to work for 
justice with people whose politics diff er 
from your own?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Amos 2: 6-8
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EPISODE TITLE: “You Only Have I Known”

Prophetically Incorrect, Episode 2

Frank is a survivor of both polio and an evangelical/fundamentalist 
childhood, an acclaimed novelist of 4 novels including Portofi no who 
overcame severe dyslexia, a home-schooled and self-taught documen-
tary movie director, a feature fi lm director and producer of four low 
budget Hollywood features Frank has described as “pretty terrible.” 
Of Frank’s writing Jeff  Sharlet (Th e New Statesman October 25, 2007 ) 
writes, “‘Crazy For God’ is a brilliant book, a portrait of fundamental-
ism painted in broad strokes with streaks of nuance, the twinned com-
ing-of-age story of Frank and the Christian right.”

3 Hear this word that the Lord has spoken against you, O people 
of Israel, against the whole family that I brought up out of the land 
of Egypt: 

2 You only have I known
   of all the families of the earth;
therefore I will punish you
   for all your iniquities.

6 Is a trumpet blown in a city,
   and the people are not afraid?
Does disaster befall a city,
   unless the Lord has done it? 
7 Surely the Lord God does nothing,
   without revealing his secret
   to his servants the prophets. 
8 Th e lion has roared;
   who will not fear?
Th e Lord God has spoken;
   who can but prophesy?

Featured Guest: Frank Schaeff er

Questions:

1. Does wealth and abundance carry a 
special responsibility? If so, what is that 
responsibility?
2. Why do you think Amos wants to re-
mind his audience of their history of 
enslavement? What in our own history 
might point us towards greater under-
standing and compassion towards the 
poor, weak and helpless?
3. Why is it so easy to believe that we are 
entitled? Who in our society do you think 
is most susceptible?
4.How can humility serve to mitigate our 
own sense of pride and entitlement? What 
characteristics do you notice in people 
who live into that sense of humility?
5. As a society how well do we live up to 
our self-image? What are we doing well? 
What could we improve?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Amos 3:1-2 & 6-8
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EPISODE TITLE: “Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster”

Prophetically Incorrect, Episode 3

Frank is a survivor of both polio and an evangelical/fundamentalist 
childhood, an acclaimed novelist of 4 novels including Portofi no who 
overcame severe dyslexia, a home-schooled and self-taught documen-
tary movie director, a feature fi lm director and producer of four low 
budget Hollywood features Frank has described as “pretty terrible.” 
Of Frank’s writing Jeff  Sharlet (Th e New Statesman October 25, 2007 ) 
writes, “‘Crazy For God’ is a brilliant book, a portrait of fundamental-
ism painted in broad strokes with streaks of nuance, the twinned com-
ing-of-age story of Frank and the Christian right.”

21 I hate, I despise your festivals,
   and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
22 Even though you off er me your burnt-off erings and grain-off er-

ings,
   I will not accept them;
and the off erings of well-being of your fatted animals
   I will not look upon. 
23 Take away from me the noise of your songs;
   I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
24 But let justice roll down like waters,
   and righteousness like an ever-fl owing stream. 

25 Did you bring to me sacrifi ces and off erings the forty years in the 
wilderness, O house of Israel? 26You shall take up Sakkuth your king, 
and Kaiwan your star-god, your images that you made for yourselves; 
27therefore I will take you into exile beyond Damascus, says the Lord, 
whose name is the God of hosts.

Featured Guest: Frank Schaeff er

Questions:

1. What do you think it meant for Amos 
to include women in his criticism and 
prophesy? What overlooked people might 
he call on if he were speaking in our time? 
2. Frank suggests that religious sincerity 
and piety may be impediments to justice. 
What do you think that means? What 
might be an example? 
3. What are some ways that being part of 
a religious community be transformative? 
What are some of the responsibilities? 
4. Is it possible for healthy humans to live 
in the absence of social support systems? 
Why or why not? What happens when 
people try, or are forced, to live outside of 
community? 
5. If we treated our neighbors as if they 
were Jesus, how would that change our 
actions? Is it possible that justice might 
actually fl ow down like waters and righ-
teousness like and everfl owing stream?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Amos 5:21-27
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EPISODE TITLE: “Whose Kingdom is it Anyway?”

Prophetically Incorrect, Episode 4

Frank is a survivor of both polio and an evangelical/fundamentalist 
childhood, an acclaimed novelist of 4 novels including Portofi no who 
overcame severe dyslexia, a home-schooled and self-taught documen-
tary movie director, a feature fi lm director and producer of four low 
budget Hollywood features Frank has described as “pretty terrible.” 
Of Frank’s writing Jeff  Sharlet (Th e New Statesman October 25, 2007 ) 
writes, “‘Crazy For God’ is a brilliant book, a portrait of fundamental-
ism painted in broad strokes with streaks of nuance, the twinned com-
ing-of-age story of Frank and the Christian right.”

7 Th is is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall 
built with a plumb-line, with a plumb-line in his hand. 8And the Lord 
said to me, ‘Amos, what do you see?’ And I said, ‘A plumb-line.’ Th en 
the Lord said,

‘See, I am setting a plumb-line
   in the midst of my people Israel;
   I will never again pass them by; 
9 the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,
   and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,
   and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.’ 

10 Th en Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Is-
rael, saying, ‘Amos has conspired against you in the very centre of the 
house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. 11For thus 
Amos has said,

“Jeroboam shall die by the sword,
   and Israel must go into exile
   away from his land.” ’ 
12And Amaziah said to Amos, ‘O seer, go, fl ee away to the land of 

Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy there; 13but never again 
prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of 
the kingdom.’

Featured Guest: Frank Schaeff er

Questions:

1. Why do you think separation of church 
and state is important today? What hap-
pens when the lines between church and 
state get blurred? 
2. Tex Sample suggests that putting coun-
try and comfort before God is a form of 
idolatry. In Amos 7, the prophet is ban-
ished for calling out similar idolatry. What 
are the risks of that sort of prophesy or 
whistle-blowing in our time? 
3. What do you think Frank means when 
he suggests that a strong moral prophetic 
voice may be key to our survival? Do you 
think he’s right? Why, or why not? 
4. What role should religion play for mod-
ern people in the global economy? What 
elements need to exist in order to create 
an ethical society? Can religion provide 
some or all of those elements? 
5. What temptations exists today to pull 
the church away from its prohpetic voice? 
How can we avoid those temptations? 
What might we achieve if we do?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Amos 7:7-13
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EPISODE TITLE: “Seek and Live”

Prophetically Incorrect, Episode 5

Frank is a survivor of both polio and an evangelical/fundamentalist 
childhood, an acclaimed novelist of 4 novels including Portofino who 
overcame severe dyslexia, a home-schooled and self-taught documen-
tary movie director, a feature film director and producer of four low 
budget Hollywood features Frank has described as “pretty terrible.” 
Of Frank’s writing Jeff Sharlet (The New Statesman October 25, 2007 ) 
writes, “‘Crazy For God’ is a brilliant book, a portrait of fundamental-
ism painted in broad strokes with streaks of nuance, the twinned com-
ing-of-age story of Frank and the Christian right.”

6 Seek the Lord and live,
   or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire,
   and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it. 
7 Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood,
   and bring righteousness to the ground! 

8 The one who made the Pleiades and Orion,
   and turns deep darkness into the morning,
   and darkens the day into night,
who calls for the waters of the sea,
   and pours them out on the surface of the earth,
the Lord is his name, 
9 who makes destruction flash out against the strong,
   so that destruction comes upon the fortress. 

10 They hate the one who reproves in the gate,
   and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. 
11 Therefore, because you trample on the poor
   and take from them levies of grain,
you have built houses of hewn stone,
   but you shall not live in them;
you have planted pleasant vineyards,
   but you shall not drink their wine.

Featured Guest: Frank Schaeffer

Questions:

1. Where do you see examples of system-
atic injustice? Does the church have a role 
in addressing them? What should that 
role be? 
2. Do religious institutions continue to 
have a role in discourse on justice and 
politics? Why or why not? 
3. Is it possible that our human ideas about 
justice differ from God’s? If so, how might 
we better aim toward divine justice?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Amos 5:6-11
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EPISODE TITLE: “Jesus and Amos Walk Into a Bar”

Prophetically Incorrect, Episode 6

Frank is a survivor of both polio and an evangelical/fundamentalist 
childhood, an acclaimed novelist of 4 novels including Portofino who 
overcame severe dyslexia, a home-schooled and self-taught documen-
tary movie director, a feature film director and producer of four low 
budget Hollywood features Frank has described as “pretty terrible.” 
Of Frank’s writing Jeff Sharlet (The New Statesman October 25, 2007 ) 
writes, “‘Crazy For God’ is a brilliant book, a portrait of fundamental-
ism painted in broad strokes with streaks of nuance, the twinned com-
ing-of-age story of Frank and the Christian right.”

7 Are you not like the Ethiopians to me,
   O people of Israel? says the Lord.
Did I not bring Israel up from the land 

of Egypt,
   and the Philistines from Caphtor and 

the Arameans from Kir? 
8 The eyes of the Lord God are upon the 

sinful kingdom,
   and I will destroy it from the face of 

the earth
   —except that I will not utterly destroy 

the house of Jacob,
says the Lord. 

9 For lo, I will command,
   and shake the house of Israel among 

all the nations
as one shakes with a sieve,
   but no pebble shall fall to the ground. 
10 All the sinners of my people shall die 

by the sword,
   who say, ‘Evil shall not overtake or 

meet us.’ 

11 On that day I will raise up
   the booth of David that is fallen,
and repair its breaches,
   and raise up its ruins,

   and rebuild it as in the days of old; 
12 in order that they may possess the 

remnant of Edom
   and all the nations who are called by 

my name,
   says the Lord who does this. 

13 The time is surely coming, says the 
Lord,
   when the one who ploughs shall over-

take the one who reaps,
   and the treader of grapes the one who 

sows the seed;
the mountains shall drip sweet wine,
   and all the hills shall flow with it. 
14 I will restore the fortunes of my people 

Israel,
   and they shall rebuild the ruined cities 

and inhabit them;
they shall plant vineyards and drink 

their wine,
   and they shall make gardens and eat 

their fruit. 
15 I will plant them upon their land,
   and they shall never again be plucked 

up
   out of the land that I have given them,
says the Lord your God.

Featured Guest: Frank Schaeffer

Questions:

1. Why do you think Amos’ voice takes 
such a positive turn at the end of this 
book? 
2. What messages have resonated with 
you from this study of the Book of Amos? 
3. Some people believe like Amos that 
God uses retributive justice to punish 
people who do evil. Do you agree? Does 
Jesus preach the same message, or some-
thing different? 
4. If, as Frank suggests, moral and ethical 
decisions create their own outcomes, what 
part does God play in the results? Based 
on your answer, does that give you more 
or less hope for the future? 
5. What meaning do you find the death 
of Jesus has for us today relative to either 
restorative or retributive justice? How 
should that affect our personal actions 
and public policies?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Amos 9:7-15


