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EPISODE TITLE: “Whose Kingdom is it Anyway?”

Prophetically Incorrect, Episode 4

Frank is a survivor of both polio and an evangelical/fundamentalist 
childhood, an acclaimed novelist of 4 novels including Portofino who 
overcame severe dyslexia, a home-schooled and self-taught documen-
tary movie director, a feature film director and producer of four low 
budget Hollywood features Frank has described as “pretty terrible.” 
Of Frank’s writing Jeff Sharlet (The New Statesman October 25, 2007 ) 
writes, “‘Crazy For God’ is a brilliant book, a portrait of fundamental-
ism painted in broad strokes with streaks of nuance, the twinned com-
ing-of-age story of Frank and the Christian right.”

7 This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall 
built with a plumb-line, with a plumb-line in his hand. 8And the Lord 
said to me, ‘Amos, what do you see?’ And I said, ‘A plumb-line.’ Then 
the Lord said,

‘See, I am setting a plumb-line
   in the midst of my people Israel;
   I will never again pass them by; 
9 the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,
   and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,
   and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.’ 

10 Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Is-
rael, saying, ‘Amos has conspired against you in the very centre of the 
house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. 11For thus 
Amos has said,

“Jeroboam shall die by the sword,
   and Israel must go into exile
   away from his land.” ’ 
12And Amaziah said to Amos, ‘O seer, go, flee away to the land of 

Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy there; 13but never again 
prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of  
the kingdom.’

Featured Guest: Frank Schaeffer

Questions:

1. Why do you think separation of church 
and state is important today? What hap-
pens when the lines between church and 
state get blurred? 

2. Tex Sample suggests that putting coun-
try and comfort before God is a form of 
idolatry. In Amos 7, the prophet is ban-
ished for calling out similar idolatry. What 
are the risks of that sort of prophesy or 
whistle-blowing in our time? 

3. What do you think Frank means when 
he suggests that a strong moral prophetic 
voice may be key to our survival? Do you 
think he’s right? Why, or why not? 

4. What role should religion play for mod-
ern people in the global economy? What 
elements need to exist in order to create 
an ethical society? Can religion provide 
some or all of those elements? 

5. What temptations exists today to pull 
the church away from its prohpetic voice? 
How can we avoid those temptations? 
What might we achieve if we do?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Amos 7:7-13


