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Questions:

1. What is the role of forgiveness
in Christianity?

2. What are some examples where
forgiveness and reconciliation
have had major long-term
benefits?

3. What factors might affect our
ability to forgive?

4. What’s missing from this verse?

5. How does forgiveness differ
from non-condemnation?

6. Why is the restoration of
relationship so important for
forgiveness?

6. Why is the restoration of
relationship so important for
forgiveness?

7. Are there times not to forgive
God?

8. How do you find ways to
forgive?
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Dr. Eric Elnes is a biblical scholar with a Ph.D. in Biblical Studies
from Princeton Theological Seminary. He is also a leading
articulator of Convergence Christianity and Senior Minister of
Countryside Community Church (UCC) in Omaha, NE. Eric has
written several books on faith, theology and culture including, The
Phoenix Affirmations: A New Vision for the Future of

Christianity (Jossey-Bass, 2006) and a book on experiential worship
calledIgniting Worship: The Seven Deadly Sins (Abingdon, 2004). In
2006, Eric also helped lead a 2,500 mile walk from Phoenix to
Washington, DC, to promote awareness of progressive/emerging
Christian faith and practice and meet with Christians at a grassroots
to hear their hopes and dreams for the future of faith in

America. His journey, which is the subject of a feature-length
film,The Asphalt Gospel, is recounted in his book, Asphalt Jesus:
Finding a New Christian Faith on the Highways of America (Jossey-
Bass, 2007). Elnes lives as an “empty nester” in Omaha with his
wife, Melanie, dog Roe, and cat Tamar. They have two college-age
daughters, Arianna and Maren.

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Luke 17: 3-4

If your brother sins against you, rebuke him... And if he sins against you
seven times in a day, and seven times in a day returns to you, saying, ‘I
repent,” you shall forgive him.
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