
  

EPISODE TITLE:   “The Genesis of Environmentalism” 
 

Featured Guest:  Eric Elnes 

Dr. Eric Elnes is a biblical scholar with a Ph.D. in Biblical Studies from 
Princeton Theological Seminary.  He is also a leading articulator of 
Convergence Christianity and Senior Minister of Countryside Community 
Church (UCC) in Omaha, NE.  Eric has written several books on faith, 
theology and culture including, The Phoenix Affirmations: A New Vision 
for the Future of Christianity (Jossey-Bass, 2006) and a book on 
experiential worship called Igniting Worship: The Seven Deadly Sins 
(Abingdon, 2004).  In 2006, Eric also helped lead a 2,500 mile walk from 
Phoenix to Washington, DC, to promote awareness of 
progressive/emerging Christian faith and practice and meet with 
Christians at a grassroots to hear their hopes and dreams for the future of 
faith in America.  His journey, which is the subject of a feature-length 
film, The Asphalt Gospel, is recounted in his book, Asphalt Jesus: Finding 
a New Christian Faith on the Highways of America (Jossey-Bass, 2007).  
Elnes lives as an “empty nester” in Omaha with his wife, Melanie, dog Roe, 
and cat Tamar.  They have two college-age daughters, Arianna and Maren. 

Pneuma Divina Scripture:  Genesis 1:1-5 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the 
earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, 
while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God 
said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. And God saw that the 
light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God 
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the first day.’ 
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Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

© 2014 Darkwood Brew. All rights reserved. 

On Earth As It Is In Heaven, Episode 1 

Questions: 
 
 1. How do you understand the 
Genesis story of creation? Where 
do humans fit into that story for 
you? 
 
2. Eric suggests a poetic claim 
that love is the energy that 
precedes all matter. What does 
that mean to you? What would it 
say about creation? 
 
3. What is our responsibility if 
God calls us to be co-creators? 
 
4. Why do you suppose the story 
of creation in Genesis 1 is 
paralleled by the story of building 
the Tabernacle? 
 
5. What is the result when social 
and ecological systems are in 
harmony? How might creation be 
an act of worship? How might 
worship be an act of creation? 
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