
 	  

	  

	   	  

EPISODE TITLE:   “Our Evolving Faith” 
 

Featured Guests:  Leslie Murrell, Ian Lynch and Cynthia Astle 

Leslie is a blogger for Darkwood Brew. She’s had her own blog for 9 
years – www.momontherocks.com, chronicling the crazy moments of 
mommyhood. She also has a column in HerLiving, a local Omaha 
Magazine. When she’s not writing, she’s laughing and/or eating with 
her very tall family: husband, Chris, and twins, Max and Lucy. 
***Disclaimer: Leslie is no theologian, minister, or avid Bible reader, 
but rather blogs on how Darkwood Brew episodes apply to a regular 
gal and what she’s learning along the way as a mom, a wife and a 
extreme lay person. 

Rev. Ian Lynch is a United Church of Christ pastor at First 
Congregational Church in Brimfield, MA. I’ve bumped into Ian at a 
number of UCC gatherings in Massachusetts over the past few years 
and thought highly of his humor, joy in pastoring and commitment to 
the Church. But what really caught my attention was his ministry 
following the tornadoes in Western Massachusetts. Following the 
tornadoes, he used social media to connect with his congregants and 
the wider community. A new kind of pastoral care is possible with 
social media. Ian and the First Congregational Church of Brimfield 
give us an example of how to show God’s love in the midst of 
enormous chaos and pain. 

Cynthia B. Astle is a professional journalist and editor whose work in 
religion writing has won many national and international awards over 
the past 25 years. Her religion credentials include certification as a 
lay speaker in The United Methodist Church and membership in the 
Order of Saint Luke, a dispersed monastic association of men and 
women devoted to liturgical scholarship and sacramental life. 
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Evolving Universe Evolving Faith, Episode 7 

Questions: 
 
 1. What does it mean for faith to 
evolve?  Why might that be a 
difficult concept? 
 
2. Do repeating patterns in nature, 
on very large and very small 
scales, suggest anything to you 
about the design of the universe? 
 

7. 3. What is the place of humans in 
relation to creation?  How might 
we foster better conversations 
between faith and science? 
 
4. What do you think it might 
mean if it turned out that the 
fundamental building block of the 
universe is love? 
 
5. When you listen to the God of 
the universe what do you hear? 
 


