
 	  

	  

	   	  

EPISODE TITLE:   “Is There Evidence For God?” 
 

Featured Guest:  Owen Gingerich 
Dr. Owen Gingerich is professor emeritus of astronomy and history of 
science at Harvard University. He grew up in a Christian home and attended 
a Christian college in northern Indiana.  When it came time to go to 
graduate school, one of his science professors told him “If you feel a calling 
to go to astronomy, you should give it a try, because we shouldn’t let 
atheists take over any particular field.” 
And so he went on to a career in astronomy. In the late 1980’s, Dr. 
Gingerich had a unique opportunity to give a lecture at the University of 
Pennsylvania on the topic of science and Christian faith. Since then, he’s 
been trying to help people better understand God’s creation. For example, 
God could have made the universe in many different ways, but given the 
particular way it appears, it suggests that we wouldn’t be here if the 
universe were not very, very old, because out of the big bang came 
hydrogen and helium, but not oxygen and the iron we need for our blood, 
for instance. Those things came from the interiors of giant stars and had to 
cook for long, long periods of time before we got those elements abundant 
enough for sustainable life. It’s a marvelous picture, and Dr. Gingerich is 
actively involved in telling people about it. 

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Psalm 111 
1 Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, 
in the company of the upright, in the congregation.  
2 Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in them.  
3 Full of honour and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures 
for ever.  
4 He has gained renown by his wonderful deeds; the Lord is gracious and 
merciful.  
5 He provides food for those who fear him; he is ever mindful of his 
covenant.  
6 He has shown his people the power of his works, in giving them the 
heritage of the nations.  
7 The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are 
trustworthy.  
8 They are established for ever and ever, to be performed with 
faithfulness and uprightness.  
9 He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant for 
ever. Holy and awesome is his name.  
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all those who 
practise it have a good understanding. His praise endures for ever. 
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Evolving Universe Evolving Faith, Episode 5 

Questions: 
 1. Since evolutionary processes 
appear faster and less random 
than scientific models predict, 
Owen suggests that there may be 
evidence for the influence of God 
written in DNA.  If that is the 
case, how would it affect your 
ideas about God? 
 
2. What do you think of the idea 
that the universe is designed to 
play out along the lines of natural 
laws?  How do you think time 
factors in?  Is God’s time the 
same as our time? 
 

5. 3. What might Psalm 111:2 
suggest about science, exploration 
and asking big questions? 
 
4. Fred Hoyle speculated that the 
amazing balance of the universe 
points towards fine tuning from a 
super-intelligence.  What do you 
think it points to? 
 
5. Do you think there is an 
intelligent designed behind the 
natural systems of the universe?  
Do you think there will ever be 
proof either way?? 
 


