
 	  

	  

	   	  
EPISODE TITLE:   “The Probability of Life on Other 

Planets” 
” 

Featured Guest:  Grace Wolf-Chase 
Grace Wolf-Chase holds a Bachelor’s degree in Physics from Cornell 
University and a Ph.D. in Astronomy from the University of Arizona.  
She spends roughly 40% of her time pursuing scientific research in 
the field of star formation at the University of Chicago, where she is a 
member of the Research Faculty, and 60% of her time serving Adler 
as an “Academic Liaison”, to help bridge the gap between the 
academic research community, educators, and the general public. 

 

Pneuma Divina Passage:  “Stardust” by Ernesto Cardenal 
What’s in a star? We are. 
All the elements of our body and of the planet 
were once in the belly of a star. 
We are stardust. 
15,000,000,000 years ago we were a mass 
of hydrogen floating in space, turning slowly, dancing. 
And the gas condensed more and more 
gaining increasingly more mass 
and mass became star and began to shine. 
As they condensed they grew hot and bright. 
Gravitation produced thermal energy: light and heat. 
That is to say love. 
Stars were born, grew, and died. 
And the galaxy was taking the shape of a flower 
the way it looks now on a starry night. 
Our flesh and our bones come from other stars 
and perhaps even from other galaxies, 
we are universal, 
and after death we will help to form other stars 
and other galaxies. 

We come from the stars, and to them we shall return. 
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Evolving Universe Evolving Faith, Episode 2 

Questions: 
 
 1. Is there a choice other than 
atheistic science or fundamentalist 
religion?  What does it offer? 
 
2. If life were discovered 
elsewhere in the universe, how 
would that affect your faith? 
 

2. 3. Is it possible to replace God 
with scientific knowledge or 
rational thought? 
 
4. How does the vastness of the 
universe and the almost 
inconceivable number of stars and 
solar systems affect your sense of 
yourself?  How does it affect your 
sense of God? 
 
5.  Eric suggests that we may find 
the death and resurrection of Jesus 
reflected in the scientific process 
of evolution.  What might that 
point to?  What other aspects of 
faith may be hinted at in modern 
scientific discovery? 


