
Wherever You Are, We’ll Meet You There

Leaders GuideNew to the role of facilitator? 
Here are a few tips to help you

get started.

• First of all, a facilitator’s job is to 
coordinate the flow of each session. 
View the video segment ahead of time 
and make your own notes and obser-
vations.

• Prepare the meeting place so that it 
is comfortable. Arrive early; help or-
ganize any refreshments and test your 
video player/computer.

• Getting to know one another helps 
the discussions flow. Welcome all, 
catch up and reflect a bit on last week’s 
session in the first few minutes. 

• You don’t have to be the expert. You 
are not expected to provide answers 
to questions provided. So let the ques-
tions ignite the conversation and see 
where it takes the group.

• It’s everyone’s responsibility to 
make sure everyone else gets an equal 
amount of time to talk.

• Listen first; evaluate later. Make sure 
you understand a comment, then ask 
questions or pose other options.

• Encourage participants to bring a 
Bible or other resources.

• If you feel so moved, start, and/or 
end your session in prayer.

© 2014 Darkwood Brew. All rights reserved.

“Into This World”
This scripture texts for our journey through the Advent and Christmas 
cycle paint a picture of the world into which God came in human flesh. 
Like our own time, this world seemed an unlikely or even hostile en-
vironment for this fragile incarnation of peace and hope. This season 
we will proclaim the entrance “into this world’ again of the light for 
which we still so desperately yearn. What are we called to bring into 
this world?

Welcome to the Darkwood Brew journey!
We are glad you can join us. Our primary resources for small group 
study are condensed versions of Darkwood Brew’s weekly one-hour 
episodes. These are called GUIDED EPISODES. Each Guided Episode 
is 25-30 minutes in length. There are pause points with questions pro-
vided for each Episode, intended for group discussion or individual 
reflection.

On the following page, you will find information on the Series Topic, 
Skype Guests, Scripture passage, and Questions posed during the 
episode.
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EPISODE TITLE: “� e Vision Made Plain”

Into � is World, Episode 1

1� e oracle that the 
prophet Habakkuk saw. 

2 O Lord, how long shall I cry 
for help,
   and you will not listen?
Or cry to you ‘Violence!’
   and you will not save? 
3 Why do you make me see 
wrongdoing
   and look at trouble?
Destruction and violence are 
before me;
   strife and contention arise. 
4 So the law becomes slack
   and justice never prevails.
� e wicked surround the 
righteous—
   therefore judgement comes 
forth perverted. 

2 � en the Lord answered 
me and said:
Write the vision;
   make it plain on tablets,
   so that a runner may read it. 
3 For there is still a vision for 
the appointed time;
   it speaks of the end, and 
does not lie.
If it seems to tarry, wait for it;
   it will surely come, it will 
not delay. 
4 Look at the proud!
   � eir spirit is not right in 
them,
   but the righteous live by 
their faith.

17 � ough the � g tree does 
not blossom,
   and no fruit is on the vines;
though the produce of the 
olive fails
   and the � elds yield no food;
though the � ock is cut o�  
from the fold
   and there is no herd in the 
stalls, 
18 yet I will rejoice in 
the Lord;
   I will exult in the God of my 
salvation. 
19 God, the Lord, is my 
strength;
   he makes my feet like the 
feet of a deer,
   and makes me tread upon 
the heights. 

To the leader: with 
stringed instruments.

Featured Guest: Eric Elnes

Questions:

1. Is God ever vengeful? Is it acceptable 
to o� er God your rage along with your 
praise?

2. How is faith di� erent from belief? What 
does faith ask of Habakkuk and his peo-
ple?

3. What changes when we begin to yearn 
for the transformation of our enemies, as 
opposed to their destruction?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Habakkuk 1: 1-4; 2: 2-4; 3: 17-19

Dr. Eric Elnes is a biblical scholar with a Ph.D. in Biblical Studies from 
Princeton � eological Seminary.  He is also a leading articulator of 
Convergence Christianity and Senior Minister of Countryside Community 
Church (UCC) in Omaha, NE.  Eric has written several books on faith, the-
ology and culture including, � e Phoenix A�  rmations: A New Vision for the 
Future of Christianity (Jossey-Bass, 2006) and a book on experiential worship 
calledIgniting Worship: � e Seven Deadly Sins (Abingdon, 2004).  In 2006, 
Eric also helped lead a 2,500 mile walk from Phoenix to Washington, DC, to 
promote awareness of progressive/emerging Christian faith and practice and 
meet with Christians at a grassroots to hear their hopes and dreams for the 
future of faith in America.  His journey, which is the subject of a feature-length 
� lm,� e Asphalt Gospel, is recounted in his book, Asphalt Jesus: Finding a 
New Christian Faith on the Highways of America (Jossey-Bass, 2007).  Elnes 
lives as an “empty nester” in Omaha with his wife, Melanie, dog Roe, and cat 
Tamar.  � ey have two college-age daughters, Arianna and Maren.
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EPISODE TITLE: “For Such a Time”

Into � is World, Episode 2

Stephanie Spellers is an Episcopal priest, church planter and leader of ecumenical 
e� orts to reinvent church for a changing world. � e author of Radical Welcome: 
Embracing God, � e Other and the Spirit of Transformation and other books, she 
teaches at General � eological Seminary in New York, directs missional initiatives 
in the Diocese of Long Island, and serves as a senior consultant for the Center for 
Progressive Renewal. She lives in Manhattan.

4When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes and 
put on sackcloth and ashes, and went through the city, wailing with a loud and bitter 
cry; 2he went up to the entrance of the king’s gate, for no one might enter the king’s 
gate clothed with sackcloth.3In every province, wherever the king’s command and his 
decree came, there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting and weeping and 
lamenting, and most of them lay in sackcloth and ashes.

4 When Esther’s maids and her eunuchs came and told her, the queen was deeply 
distressed; she sent garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he might take o�  his sack-
cloth; but he would not accept them. 5� en Esther called for Hathach, one of the king’s 
eunuchs, who had been appointed to attend her, and ordered him to go to Mordecai 
to learn what was happening and why. 6Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open 
square of the city in front of the king’s gate, 7and Mordecai told him all that had hap-
pened to him, and the exact sum of money that Haman had promised to pay into the 
king’s treasuries for the destruction of the Jews. 8Mordecai also gave him a copy of the 
written decree issued in Susa for their destruction, that he might show it to Esther, 
explain it to her, and charge her to go to the king to make supplication to him and 
entreat him for her people.

9 Hathach went and told Esther what Mordecai had said. 10� en Esther spoke to 
Hathach and gave him a message for Mordecai, saying, 11‘All the king’s servants and 
the people of the king’s provinces know that if any man or woman goes to the king in-
side the inner court without being called, there is but one law—all alike are to be put to 
death. Only if the king holds out the golden sceptre to someone, may that person live. 
I myself have not been called to come in to the king for thirty days.’12When they told 
Mordecai what Esther had said, 13Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, ‘Do not think 
that in the king’s palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews. 14For if you 
keep silence at such a time as this, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from an-
other quarter, but you and your father’s family will perish. Who knows? Perhaps you 
have come to royal dignity for just such a time as this.’ 15� en Esther said in reply to 
Mordecai, 16‘Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, 
and neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids will also fast 
as you do. A� er that I will go to the king, though it is against the law; and if I perish, 
I perish.’ 17Mordecai then went away and did everything as Esther had ordered him.

Featured Guest: Stephanie Spellers

Questions:

1. What are you willing to make trouble 
over?

2. What stands out for you from the sto-
ry of Esther? What are some of the moral 
quandaries for modern readers? How do 
you address those quandaries?

3. What connections do you make be-
tween the story of Esther and the quote 
from June Jordan, “We are the ones we 
have been waiting for”? What does the 
story of Esther ask of us?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Exodus 3: 1-12
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EPISODE TITLE: “Called for Good Reason”

Into � is World, Episode 3

Called a “brilliant and spirited theologian” by author Phyllis Tickle, Jack Levison has 
a passion for ideas and an obsession with writing. Raised in a small tract house in 
Levittown, New York, Jack le�  to attend Wheaton College, where his Greek professor 
captured his imagination with visions of Cambridge University. When he returned 
from England to pursue doctoral studies at Duke University, Jack fell in love with a 
divinity student, Priscilla Pope, alongside of whom he now teaches at Seattle Paci� c 
University. Jack is an internationally recognized scholar, whose books have received 
wide acclaim. Scot McKnight, author of � e Jesus Creed, characterized Filled with 
the Spirit as “the benchmark and starting point for all future studies of the Spirit,” 
and Walter Brueggemann hailed it as “inspired.” Already Eugene Peterson has called 
his next book, Fresh Air: the Holy Spirit for an Inspired Life, “a rare and remark-
able achievement.” To support his writing obsession, Jack has received grants from 
the National Humanities Center, the Lilly Fellows Program, the Louisville Institute, 
the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, the Rotary Foundation, the International 
Catacomb Society, and the National Endowment for the Humanities.

42 Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
   my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
   he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2 He will not cry or li�  up his voice,
   or make it heard in the street; 
3 a bruised reed he will not break,
   and a dimly burning wick he will not 
quench;
   he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4 He will not grow faint or be crushed
   until he has established justice in the 
earth;
   and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

5 � us says God, the Lord,
   who created the heavens and stretched 
them out,
   who spread out the earth and what 
comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it

   and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6 I am the Lord, I have called you in righ-
teousness,
   I have taken you by the hand and kept 
you;
I have given you as a covenant to the peo-
ple,
   a light to the nations, 
7   to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dun-
geon,
   from the prison those who sit in dark-
ness. 
8 I am the Lord, that is my name;
   my glory I give to no other,
   nor my praise to idols. 
9 See, the former things have come to pass,
   and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth,
   I tell you of them. 

Featured Guest: Jack Levison

Questions:

1. What has God called you to that has 
set you free? Has your calling required 
boldness, humility or some combination? 

2. What meaning do you � nd in the qual-
ities of the su� ering servant? How does 
the story of Janusz Korczak embody clear 
vocation and intimacy with God in the 
face of increasing opposition?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Isaiah 42:1-9
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EPISODE TITLE: “Conceived by the Spirit”

Into � is World, Episode 4

Rev. Dr. Cynthia Lindenmayer, a member of Countryside Community Church 
in Omaha, NE and a minister of the United Church of Christ. She currently 
serves as a chaplain for American Public University System (APUS) and the 
American Military University (AMU). Cynthia is a graduate of Duke Divinity 
School, where she now teaches in the Doctor of Ministry Program. She earned 
her own Doctor of Ministry from Princeton � eological Seminary. Cynthia 
is a consultant to the military relating to military sexual assault, and has been 
appointed to the Defense Advisory Committee on Women in the Services. 
Her passions include ministry through teaching Spinning, Zumba, Piloxing 
and Silver Slippers. She, and her husband, Col. Vince Lindemayer have two 
children, Carly and Luke.

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah* took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with 
child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwill-
ing to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he 
had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Jo-
seph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived 
in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their sins.’ 22All this took place to ful� l what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
23 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
   and they shall name him Emmanuel’,
which means, ‘God is with us.’ 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with 
her until she had borne a son;* and he named him Jesus.

Featured Guest: Cynthia Lindenmayer

Questions:

1. What themes in Habakkuk, Esther and 
Isaiah point to the story of Jesus?

2. What distinguishes the birth of a 
Messiah? Why is it important to the 
ancient story for Mary to be a virgin? 
What meaning does the story have for us 
today?

3. What are some of the most important 
characteristics of Joseph? How do his 
actions a� ect the story of Jesus?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Isaiah 42:1-9
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EPISODE TITLE: “Gi� s Of the Magi”

Into � is World, Episode 5

2 In the time of King Herod, a� er Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, ‘Where is the child who has been 
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to 
pay him homage.’ 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 
Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5� ey told him, 
‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’

7 � en Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 
time when the star had appeared. 8� en he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 
‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring 
me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ 9When they had heard the 
king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at 
its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw 
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 
him homage. � en, opening their treasure-chests, they o� ered him gi� s of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they le�  for their own country by another road.

Featured Guest: Bruce Van Blair

Questions:

1. Do inconsistencies within biblical 
stories change the way you think about 
them? Why or why not?

2. What does the phrase “bringing gold 
to Jesus” mean to you? In what ways do 
you bring gold to Jesus?

3. Do you believe the world is di� erent 
now than it was before Jesus entered it? 
If so, how? If not, what would it take to 
accomplish change?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12

Bruce’s interests keep him going in several di� erent directions includ-
ing the start up of a new house church (now streamed live from our 
Countryside Chapel), and most recently joining the Countryside com-
munity to begin our new ministry “Converging Paths;” a partnership 
venture with the BTS Center in Bangor Maine, exploring our vocational 
callings in our everyday workplaces, and our leadership in faith com-
munities. Bruce has written a wide collection of sermons as well as sev-
eral books, including � e Believer’s Road, and In A Nutshell.


