
Join Us for Live Broadcasts
http://darkwoodbrew.org

© 2014 Darkwood Brew. All rights reserved.

The New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved.

EPISODE TITLE: “Gifts Of the Magi”

Into This World, Episode 5

2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, ‘Where is the child who has been 
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to 
pay him homage.’ 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 
Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, 
‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’

7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 
time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 
‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring 
me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ 9When they had heard the 
king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at 
its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw 
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 
him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

Featured Guest: Bruce Van Blair

Questions:

1. Do inconsistencies within biblical 
stories change the way you think about 
them? Why or why not?

2. What does the phrase “bringing gold 
to Jesus” mean to you? In what ways do 
you bring gold to Jesus?

3. Do you believe the world is different 
now than it was before Jesus entered it? 
If so, how? If not, what would it take to 
accomplish change?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12

Bruce’s interests keep him going in several different directions includ-
ing the start up of a new house church (now streamed live from our 
Countryside Chapel), and most recently joining the Countryside com-
munity to begin our new ministry “Converging Paths;” a partnership 
venture with the BTS Center in Bangor Maine, exploring our vocational 
callings in our everyday workplaces, and our leadership in faith com-
munities. Bruce has written a wide collection of sermons as well as sev-
eral books, including The Believer’s Road, and In A Nutshell.


