
Wherever You Are, We’ll Meet You There

Leaders GuideNew to the role of facilitator? 
Here are a few tips to help you

get started.

• First of all, a facilitator’s job is to 
coordinate the flow of each session. 
View the video segment ahead of time 
and make your own notes and obser-
vations.

• Prepare the meeting place so that it 
is comfortable. Arrive early; help or-
ganize any refreshments and test your 
video player/computer.

• Getting to know one another helps 
the discussions flow. Welcome all, 
catch up and reflect a bit on last week’s 
session in the first few minutes. 

• You don’t have to be the expert. You 
are not expected to provide answers 
to questions provided. So let the ques-
tions ignite the conversation and see 
where it takes the group.

• It’s everyone’s responsibility to 
make sure everyone else gets an equal 
amount of time to talk.

• Listen first; evaluate later. Make sure 
you understand a comment, then ask 
questions or pose other options.

• Encourage participants to bring a 
Bible or other resources.

• If you feel so moved, start, and/or 
end your session in prayer.
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“Hookers, Looters and Cheats”
This Series looks at the most extreme outcasts in the Gospels in order 
to explore the question: If Jesus treated “X,Y, and Z persons” this way, 
then how can we treat “A, B, and C persons” with less respect than Jesus 
did these others?

Welcome to the Darkwood Brew journey!
We are glad you can join us. Our primary resources for small group 
study are condensed versions of Darkwood Brew’s weekly one-hour 
episodes. These are called GUIDED EPISODES. Each Guided Episode 
is 25-30 minutes in length. There are pause points with questions pro-
vided for each Episode, intended for group discussion or individual 
reflection.

On the following page, you will find information on the Series Topic, 
Skype Guests, Scripture passage, and Questions posed during the 
episode.
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EPISODE TITLE: “� e Hooker Who Showed Great Love”

Hookers, Looters and Cheats, Episode 1

Since 2008, Jana Riess has been an acquisitions editor in the publishing industry, pri-
marily acquiring in the areas of religion, history, popular culture, ethics, and biblical 
studies. From 1999 to 2008, she was the Religion Book Review Editor for Publishers 
Weekly, and continues to write freelance articles and reviews for PW as well as oth-
er publications. She holds degrees in religion from Wellesley College and Princeton 
� eological Seminary, and a Ph.D. in American religious history from Columbia 
University. She speaks o� en to media about issues pertaining to religion in America, 
and has been interviewed by the Associated Press, Time, Newsweek, People, the 
Boston Globe, USA Today, the Los Angeles Times, and Newsday, among other print 
publications, as well as “Voice of America,” the “Today” show, MSNBC, and NPR’s “All 
� ings Considered,” “Tell Me More,” and “Talk of the Nation.”

36 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into the 
Pharisee’s house and took his place at the table. 37And a woman in the city, 
who was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the Pharisee’s house, 
brought an alabaster jar of ointment. 38She stood behind him at his feet, weep-
ing, and began to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them with her hair. 
� en she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with the ointment. 
39Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said to himself, ‘If 
this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what kind of woman 
this is who is touching him—that she is a sinner.’ 40Jesus spoke up and said to 
him, ‘Simon, I have something to say to you.’ ‘Teacher,’ he replied, ‘speak.’ 41‘A 
certain creditor had two debtors; one owed � ve hundred denarii, and the other 
� � y. 42When they could not pay, he cancelled the debts for both of them. Now 
which of them will love him more?’ 43Simon answered, ‘I suppose the one for 
whom he cancelled the greater debt.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘You have judged 
rightly.’ 44� en turning towards the woman, he said to Simon, ‘Do you see this 
woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has 
bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with her hair. 45You gave me no 
kiss, but from the time I came in she has not stopped kissing my feet. 46You 
did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 
47� erefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; hence 
she has shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.’ 
48� en he said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven.’ 49But those who were at the ta-
ble with him began to say among themselves, ‘Who is this who even forgives 
sins?’ 50And he said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you; go in peace.’

Featured Guest: Jana Riess

Questions:

1. What do we know about the people Je-
sus surrounded himself with? What does 
that say about him?

2. How do you think Jesus relates to us in 
our failures and imperfections?

3. What stood out for you from Luke 7:36-
50?

4. If an ancient, alternate understanding 
of sin translates as “missing the mark,” 
what might that mean for us?

5. What might change if we become will-
ing to move our targets farther away and 
risk missing the mark more o� en?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Luke 7:36-50
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EPISODE TITLE: “� e (Alleged) Hooker Disciple”

Hookers, Looters and Cheats, Episode 2

� e Rev. Dr. Emilie M. Townes, a distinguished scholar and leader in theologi-
cal education, is dean of Vanderbilt Divinity School. She is also the E. Rhodes and 
Leona B. Carpenter Professor of Womanist Ethics and Society.She is the author of 
the groundbreaking book Womanist Ethics and the Cultural Production of Evil 
(Palgrave Macmillan Press, 2006). She co-edited Womanist � eological Ethics: 
A Reader (Westminster John Knox Press, 2011) with Katie Geneva Cannon and 
Angela D. Simms. In addition, Religion, Health, and Healing in African American 
Life (Praeger, 2008) was co-edited by Townes with Stephanie Y. Mitchem. � e or-
dained American Baptist clergywoman earned a doctorate in philosophy from the 
Joint Garrett-Evangelical � eological Seminary/Northwestern University Program in 
Religious and � eological Studies in 1989. She also received a doctorate in ministry 
from the University of Chicago in 1982. Previously, Townes earned her master’s and 
bachelor’s degrees at the University of Chicago.

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to 
look into the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body 
of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13� ey said 
to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘� ey have taken 
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ 14When she had 
said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know 
that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom 
are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if 
you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take 
him away.’ 16Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, 
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say 
to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.” ’ 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen 
the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things to her.

Featured Guest: Emilie Townes

Questions:

1. Based on what you know about Mary 
Magdalene, what do you think her rela-
tionship was with Jesus? How does that � t 
popular portrayals?

2. Which of Mary Magdalene’s traits or ac-
tions stand out for you? Why?

3. What stood out for you from John 20: 
11-18?

4. Emilie talks about the messiness of 
faith. Why do you think we try to make it 
antiseptic? What about this story of Mary 
Magdalene points us towards something 
more complex and challenging?

5. What about Jesus do we hold onto too 
tightly? What can we let go in order to see 
God in a new way?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: John 20: 11-18
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EPISODE TITLE: “� e Looter Disciple”

Hookers, Looters and Cheats, Episode 3

Chris Heuertz has spent his life bearing witness to the possibility of hope among a 
world that has legitimate reasons to question God’s goodness. Originally from Omaha, 
Nebraska, Chris studied at Asbury University in Kentucky before moving to India 
where he was mentored by Mother Teresa for three years. While living in India, he 
helped launch South Asia’s � rst pediatric AIDS care home–creating a safe haven for 
children impacted by the global pandemic.A forerunner in the New Friar movement, 
Chris and his wife Phileena served with the Word Made Flesh community for nearly 
20 years, working for women and children victimized by human tra�  ckers in the 
commercial sex industry. � is has taken Chris to over 70 countries working among 
the most vulnerable of the world’s poor. In 2012 Phileena and Chris launched Gravity, 
a Center for Contemplative Activism.

9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax 
booth; and he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ And he got up and followed him.

10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax-collectors and sinners came 
and were sitting with him and his disciples. 11When the Pharisees saw this, 
they said to his disciples, ‘Why does your teacher eat with tax-collectors and 
sinners?’ 12But when he heard this, he said, ‘� ose who are well have no need 
of a physician, but those who are sick. 13Go and learn what this means, “I de-
sire mercy, not sacri� ce.” For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.’
14 � en the disciples of John came to him, saying, ‘Why do we and the Phar-

isees fast o� en, but your disciples do not fast?’ 15And Jesus said to them, ‘� e 
wedding-guests cannot mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them, can 
they? � e days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and 
then they will fast. 16No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak, 
for the patch pulls away from the cloak, and a worse tear is made. 17Neither is 
new wine put into old wineskins; otherwise, the skins burst, and the wine is 
spilled, and the skins are destroyed; but new wine is put into fresh wineskins, 
and so both are preserved.’

Featured Guest: Chris Heuertz

Questions:

1. How does the practice of friendship 
challenge traditional ideas of mission and 
evangelism?

2. How might practicing friendship, rath-
er than simply supporting a cause, change 
the way we work towards creating hope in 
places where it might seem futile or ab-
sent?

3. What stood out for you from Matthew 
9:9-17?

4. What are some of your false centers? 
How can we get past those notions to help 
hope begin to take root?

5. In Matthew 9:13, Jesus says, “I desire 
mercy, not sacri� ce.” How does that guide 
us toward relationship and away from 
ideas of right and wrong?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Matthew 9: 9-17
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EPISODE TITLE: “� e Looter Who Became Jesus’ New BFF”

Hookers, Looters and Cheats, Episode 4

A� er an extensive background in building management, real estate development and 
restaurant ownership and management, Fred Plumer made a career shi�  in 1981. He 
earned his M.Div. degree at the Paci� c School of Religion while doing work in an 
inner city community center. In 1984 Rev. Plumer was called to the Irvine United 
Congregational Church in Irvine, California to lead a UCC new start church. � e 
church became known throughout the denomination as one of the more exciting and 
progressive mid-size congregations in the nation. Rev. Plumer served on the Board 
of Directors of the Southern California Conference of the United Church of Christ 
(UCC) for � ve years, and chaired the Commission for Church Development and 
Evangelism for three of those years.

19 He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2A man was there named 
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax-collector and was rich. 3He was trying to see 
who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was short 
in stature. 4So he ran ahead and climbed a sycomore tree to see him, because 
he was going to pass that way. 5When Jesus came to the place, he looked up 
and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your 
house today.’ 6So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. 7All who 
saw it began to grumble and said, ‘He has gone to be the guest of one who is a 
sinner.’ 8Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, ‘Look, half of my posses-
sions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, 
I will pay back four times as much.’ 9� en Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation 
has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. 10For the Son of 
Man came to seek out and to save the lost.’

Featured Guest: Fred Plumer

Questions:

1. What stood out for you from Luke 19: 
1-10?

2. Why do you think stories similar to this 
one are thematically repeated in the gos-
pels and other scripture?

3. In what ways is the story of Jesus and 
Zacchaeus about transformation in life 
here and now? What implications does it 
have for us today?

4. What is the power of grace when it 
comes without preconditions?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Luke 19: 1-10
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EPISODE TITLE: “� e Lying Cheat at the Well”

Hookers, Looters and Cheats, Episode 5

Bruce’s interests keep him going in several di� erent directions including the start up 
of a new house church (now streamed live from our Countryside Chapel), and most 
recently joining the Countryside community to begin our new ministry “Converging 
Paths;” a partnership venture with the BTS Center in Bangor Maine, exploring our vo-
cational callings in our everyday workplaces, and our leadership in faith communities. 
Bruce has written a wide collection of sermons as well as several books, including � e 
Believer’s Road, and In A Nutshell.

31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, ‘Rabbi, eat something.’ 32But he 
said to them, ‘I have food to eat that you do not know about.’ 33So the disciples 
said to one another, ‘Surely no one has brought him something to eat?’ 34Jesus 
said to them, ‘My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete 
his work. 35Do you not say, “Four months more, then comes the harvest”? But 
I tell you, look around you, and see how the � elds are ripe for harvesting. 36� e 
reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that 
sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37For here the saying holds true, “One 
sows and another reaps.” 38I sent you to reap that for which you did not labour. 
Others have laboured, and you have entered into their labour.’

39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s 
testimony, ‘He told me everything I have ever done.’ 40So when the Samaritans 
came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there for two 
days. 41And many more believed because of his word. 42� ey said to the wom-
an, ‘It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard 
for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Saviour of the world.’

Featured Guest: Bruce Van Blair

Questions:

1. Does Bruce’s interpretation of the con-
versation between Jesus and the woman at 
the well challenge your ideas about either 
of them? In what ways?

2. What stood out for you from John 4:31-
42?

3. In what ways does the message of Jesus 
cross boundaries? What boundaries in 
your life may need to be crossed?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: John 4:31-42
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EPISODE TITLE:
“Cheating Priests and Lawyers (Who Jesus Loved)”

Hookers, Looters and Cheats, Episode 6

Steve Knight it the Marketing and Sales Director for Chalice Press. Previously he was 
working as communication consultant for Church Extension and the Wild Goose 
Festival.
     Before working full-time as a communication consultant, Knight was Minister for 
Missional Initiatives with Hope Partnership for Missional Transformation. Prior to 
that, Knight was Social Media Marketing Manager for Halogen TV, a cable television 
network focused on “socially conscious empowering entertainment.” He previously 
served as International Communication Coordinator for SIM (Serving In Mission) 
and Internet Manager for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association.

23 � en Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2‘� e scribes and the Phari-
sees sit on Moses’ seat; 3therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it; but do 
not do as they do, for they do not practise what they teach. 4� ey tie up heavy bur-
dens, hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others; but they themselves 
are unwilling to li�  a � nger to move them.

13 ‘But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you lock people out 
of the kingdom of heaven. For you do not go in yourselves, and when others are 
going in, you stop them. 15Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 
cross sea and land to make a single convert, and you make the new convert twice 
as much a child of hell as yourselves.

23 ‘Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill, and 
cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy 
and faith. It is these you ought to have practised without neglecting the others. 
24You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel!

25 ‘Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of 
the cup and of the plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 
26You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup, so that the outside also may 
become clean.

27 ‘Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed 
tombs, which on the outside look beautiful, but inside they are full of the bones 
of the dead and of all kinds of � lth. 28So you also on the outside look righteous to 
others, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

Featured Guest: Steve Knight

Questions:

1. Steve suggests that a historic missional 
shi�  is underway that challenges our ideas 
of how we might participate in the work 
of God in the world. How might our en-
trenched ideas sometimes get in the way? 
How did similar ways of thinking play out 
among religious leaders in Jesus’s day?

2. What stood out for you from Matthew 
23:1-4, 13-15, and 23-28?

3. If we are to walk fully in the path of Je-
sus, what might we be asked to leave be-
hind? Who will hold us accountable?

4. Jesus was able to have meaningful con-
versations with Pharisees with whom he 
strongly disagreed. What can we learn 
from that example? Who might we reach 
out to?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Matthew 23:1-4, 13-15, and 23-28


