
New to the role of 
facilitator? Here are a few tips 
to help you get started. 

•	  First of all, a facilitator’s job is to 
coordinate the flow of each session. 
View the video segment ahead of 
time and make your own notes and 
observations. 

•	  Prepare the meeting place so that 
it is comfortable. Arrive early; help 
organize any refreshments and test 
your video player/computer. 

• Getting to know one another helps 
the discussions flow. Welcome all, 
catch up and reflect a bit on last 
week’s session in the first few 
minutes.  

• You don’t have to be the expert. 
You are not expected to provide 
answers to questions provided. So 
let the questions ignite the 
conversation and see where it takes 
the group. 

•	  It’s everyone’s responsibility to 
make sure everyone else gets an 
equal amount of time to talk. 

•	  Listen first; evaluate later. Make 
sure you understand a comment, 
then ask questions or pose other 
options. 

•	  Encourage participants to bring a 
Bible or other resources. 

•	  If you feel so moved, start, and/or 
end your session in prayer.  

	  

	  

	  

	   	  

“Evolving Universe, Evolving Faith” 

In partnership with the Adler Planetarium in Chicago as well as with 
the Clergy Letter Project http://www.theclergyletterproject.org/, this 
series explores how recent scientific theories about the creation and 
evolution of the universe can help us re-imagine the universe and our 
place within it. 

Welcome to the Darkwood Brew journey! 
 
We are glad you can join us. Our primary resources for small group 
study are condensed versions of Darkwood Brew’s weekly one-hour 
episodes. These are called GUIDED EPISODES. Each Guided 
Episode is 25-30 minutes in length. There are pause points with 
questions provided for each Episode, intended for group discussion 
or individual reflection. 
 
On the following page, you will find information on the Series Topic, 
Skype Guests, Scripture passage, and Questions posed during the 
episode.  
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EPISODE TITLE:   “Awe, Wonder and God” 
 

Featured Guests:  Grace Wolf-Chase and Bruce Booher 
Grace Wolf-Chase holds a Bachelor’s degree in Physics from Cornell 
University and a Ph.D. in Astronomy from the University of Arizona.  
She spends roughly 40% of her time pursuing scientific research in 
the field of star formation at the University of Chicago, where she is a 
member of the Research Faculty, and 60% of her time serving Adler 
as an “Academic Liaison”, to help bridge the gap between the 
academic research community, educators, and the general public. 

Pastor Bruce Booher came to First Lutheran Church in December, 
2006 after serving congregations in Texas for 25 years.   He has a 
website on Mystery, Awe and Wonder in Faith and Science 
(www.mysteryandawe.com) and has given over 75 presentations, 
workshops and retreats on awe and wonder. He serves on the Steering 
Committee of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s Alliance 
for Faith, Science and Technology. 

Pneuma Divina Scripture:  Job 38:1-11 
1 Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind: 
2 ‘Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?  
3 Gird up your loins like a man, 
I will question you, and you shall declare to me. 
4 ‘Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 
Tell me, if you have understanding.  
5 Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 
Or who stretched the line upon it?  
6 On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone  
7 when the morning stars sang together and all the heavenly 
beings shouted for joy? 
8 ‘Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from the womb? 
9 when I made the clouds its garment, and thick darkness its swaddling 
band,  
10 and prescribed bounds for it, and set bars and doors,  
11 and said, “Thus far shall you come, and no farther, and here shall your 
proud waves be stopped”? 

The New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Evolving Universe Evolving Faith, Episode 1 

Questions: 
 

1. Why might some people see 
science as a threat to faith? 
 

2. Grace suggests that science may 
have the power to enrich faith and 
deepen mystery.  How do you think 
that might work? 
 

3. Bruce suggests that we are called 
to active participation in creation 
through our sense of awe and 
wonder.  How are those senses 
manifest in your life?   What do 
they call you to do? 
 

4. How do you understand the 
relationship between God and 
science? 
 

5. Can you reconcile the ancient 
stories with modern scientific 
discoveries?  How does one inform 
the other? 

1.  



 	  

	  

	   	  
EPISODE TITLE:   “The Probability of Life on Other 

Planets” 
” 

Featured Guest:  Grace Wolf-Chase 
Grace Wolf-Chase holds a Bachelor’s degree in Physics from Cornell 
University and a Ph.D. in Astronomy from the University of Arizona.  
She spends roughly 40% of her time pursuing scientific research in 
the field of star formation at the University of Chicago, where she is a 
member of the Research Faculty, and 60% of her time serving Adler 
as an “Academic Liaison”, to help bridge the gap between the 
academic research community, educators, and the general public. 

 

Pneuma Divina Passage:  “Stardust” by Ernesto Cardenal 
What’s in a star? We are. 
All the elements of our body and of the planet 
were once in the belly of a star. 
We are stardust. 
15,000,000,000 years ago we were a mass 
of hydrogen floating in space, turning slowly, dancing. 
And the gas condensed more and more 
gaining increasingly more mass 
and mass became star and began to shine. 
As they condensed they grew hot and bright. 
Gravitation produced thermal energy: light and heat. 
That is to say love. 
Stars were born, grew, and died. 
And the galaxy was taking the shape of a flower 
the way it looks now on a starry night. 
Our flesh and our bones come from other stars 
and perhaps even from other galaxies, 
we are universal, 
and after death we will help to form other stars 
and other galaxies. 

We come from the stars, and to them we shall return. 
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Evolving Universe Evolving Faith, Episode 2 

Questions: 
 
 1. Is there a choice other than 
atheistic science or fundamentalist 
religion?  What does it offer? 
 
2. If life were discovered 
elsewhere in the universe, how 
would that affect your faith? 
 

2. 3. Is it possible to replace God 
with scientific knowledge or 
rational thought? 
 
4. How does the vastness of the 
universe and the almost 
inconceivable number of stars and 
solar systems affect your sense of 
yourself?  How does it affect your 
sense of God? 
 
5.  Eric suggests that we may find 
the death and resurrection of Jesus 
reflected in the scientific process 
of evolution.  What might that 
point to?  What other aspects of 
faith may be hinted at in modern 
scientific discovery? 



 	  

	  

	   	  

EPISODE TITLE:   “The New Theists” 
 

Featured Guest: Michael Dowd 
Michael Dowd is a bestselling evolutionary theologian and evangelist 
for Big History and an honorable relationship to the future. An 
outspoken New Theist and Religious Naturalist, he is author of the 
bridge-building book, Thank God for Evolution, which was endorsed 
by 6 Nobel Prize-winning scientists, noted skeptics, and religious 
leaders across the spectrum. In 2012 he delivered a TEDx talk and in 
2009 was a Distinguished Lecturer at CalTech and at the United 
Nations. In 2010-11 he hosted an acclaimed conversation series, “The 
Advent of Evolutionary Christianity,” and an “Evolutionize Your 
Life” online course. 

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Psalm 42 
1 As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God.  
2 My soul thirsts for God,for the living God. When shall I come and 
behold the face of God?  
3 My tears have been my food day and night, while people say to me 
continually, ‘Where is your God?’ 
4 These things I remember, as I pour out my soul: how I went with the 
throng, and led them in procession to the house of God, with glad shouts 
and songs of thanksgiving, a multitude keeping festival.  
5 Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you disquieted within 
me? Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my help  
6and my God.  My soul is cast down within me; therefore I remember 
you from the land of Jordan and of Hermon, from Mount Mizar.  
7 Deep calls to deep at the thunder of your cataracts; all your waves and 
your billows have gone over me.  
8 By day the Lord commands his steadfast love, and at night his song is 
with me, a prayer to the God of my life. 
9 I say to God, my rock, ‘Why have you forgotten me? 
Why must I walk about mournfully because the enemy oppresses me?’  
10 As with a deadly wound in my body, my adversaries taunt me, 
while they say to me continually, ‘Where is your God?’ 
11 Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you disquieted 
within me? Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my help and my 
God. 

The New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Evolving Universe Evolving Faith, Episode 3 

Questions: 
 
 1. What about nature, or the 
nature of things, reminds you of 
God? Why? 
 
2. Michael suggests that scientific 
evidence should be experienced 
and studied as modern day 
scripture.  Do you agree?  Why, 
or why not? 
 

3. 3. How might better 
understanding science and 
evidence in our lives, help us 
overcome our innate struggles and 
live in what Michael calls, “Right 
relationship with reality”? 
 
4. Is there a call to action within 
the idea of Christian Naturalism?  
What does it ask of us? 
 



 	  

	  

	   	   EPISODE TITLE:   “Love and Suffering” 
 

Featured Guest:  Lea Schweitz 

After graduating from Luther College with majors in biology and 
philosophy, Lea F. Schweitz came to Chicago to study philosophy of 
religion at the University of Chicago Divinity School. In 2007, Schweitz 
joined the Zygon Center as Associate Director and now serves as its fourth 
Director. She feels that it is a privilege and pleasure to join in the work of 
the Zygon Center’s founders and past directors and to be a part of this 
vibrant community of concerned citizens, pastors, students, and scholars.  
She is also passionate about teaching. As Assistant Professor of Systematic 
Theology/Religion and Science at the Lutheran School of Theology, she has 
taught courses for community members and students at the Master’s and 
Doctoral level. 

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Luke 6:27-36 
 
27‘But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those 
who hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse 
you.29If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and 
from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your 
shirt. 30Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes 
away your goods, do not ask for them again. 31Do to others as you 
would have them do to you. 

32 ‘If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For 
even sinners love those who love them. 33If you do good to those 
who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do 
the same. 34If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, 
what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as 
much again. 35But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting 
nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children 
of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the 
wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

The New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Evolving Universe Evolving Faith, Episode 4 

Questions: 
 
 1. How might science be useful 
in church? 
 
2. How do you think the concepts 
of science might be integrated 
into a worship experience?  What 
effect might that have? 
 

4. 3. What happens to our faith if we 
find ourselves other than at the 
center of creation? 
 
4. What sort of systems do we 
interact with and participate in?  
What is our role? 
 
5. How might a meeting of faith 
and science help us access our 
better selves, both alone and in 
community?  What part should 
consensus play?  What part 
should doubt play? 
 
6. What does Jesus’ command to 
love our enemies mean to us 
today?  What can science suggest 
to us about the possible outcomes 
of a decision to either follow or 
ignore that command? 



 	  

	  

	   	  

EPISODE TITLE:   “Is There Evidence For God?” 
 

Featured Guest:  Owen Gingerich 
Dr. Owen Gingerich is professor emeritus of astronomy and history of 
science at Harvard University. He grew up in a Christian home and attended 
a Christian college in northern Indiana.  When it came time to go to 
graduate school, one of his science professors told him “If you feel a calling 
to go to astronomy, you should give it a try, because we shouldn’t let 
atheists take over any particular field.” 
And so he went on to a career in astronomy. In the late 1980’s, Dr. 
Gingerich had a unique opportunity to give a lecture at the University of 
Pennsylvania on the topic of science and Christian faith. Since then, he’s 
been trying to help people better understand God’s creation. For example, 
God could have made the universe in many different ways, but given the 
particular way it appears, it suggests that we wouldn’t be here if the 
universe were not very, very old, because out of the big bang came 
hydrogen and helium, but not oxygen and the iron we need for our blood, 
for instance. Those things came from the interiors of giant stars and had to 
cook for long, long periods of time before we got those elements abundant 
enough for sustainable life. It’s a marvelous picture, and Dr. Gingerich is 
actively involved in telling people about it. 

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Psalm 111 
1 Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, 
in the company of the upright, in the congregation.  
2 Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in them.  
3 Full of honour and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures 
for ever.  
4 He has gained renown by his wonderful deeds; the Lord is gracious and 
merciful.  
5 He provides food for those who fear him; he is ever mindful of his 
covenant.  
6 He has shown his people the power of his works, in giving them the 
heritage of the nations.  
7 The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are 
trustworthy.  
8 They are established for ever and ever, to be performed with 
faithfulness and uprightness.  
9 He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant for 
ever. Holy and awesome is his name.  
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all those who 
practise it have a good understanding. His praise endures for ever. 

The New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
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Evolving Universe Evolving Faith, Episode 5 

Questions: 
 1. Since evolutionary processes 
appear faster and less random 
than scientific models predict, 
Owen suggests that there may be 
evidence for the influence of God 
written in DNA.  If that is the 
case, how would it affect your 
ideas about God? 
 
2. What do you think of the idea 
that the universe is designed to 
play out along the lines of natural 
laws?  How do you think time 
factors in?  Is God’s time the 
same as our time? 
 

5. 3. What might Psalm 111:2 
suggest about science, exploration 
and asking big questions? 
 
4. Fred Hoyle speculated that the 
amazing balance of the universe 
points towards fine tuning from a 
super-intelligence.  What do you 
think it points to? 
 
5. Do you think there is an 
intelligent designed behind the 
natural systems of the universe?  
Do you think there will ever be 
proof either way?? 
 



 	  

	  

	   	  

EPISODE TITLE:   “Ethics and Evolution” 
 

Featured Guest: Gayle Woloschak 
Gayle E. Woloschak is associate director of the Zygon Center for 
Religion and Science. She coordinates an annual religion and science 
course called “Epic of Creation: Scientific, Biblical and Theological 
Perspectives on our Origins”.  Woloschak is also professor in the 
Department of Radiation Oncology, Department of Radiology, and 
Department of Cell and Molecular Biology at Northwestern 
University’s Feinberg School of Medicine. She holds a Ph.D. in 
medical sciences (microbiology) from the Medical College of Toledo, 
Ohio, and was a postdoctoral research fellow in the Department of 
Immunology and Department of Cell Biology at the Mayo Clinic.  
Woloschak is an active leader in the Orthodox Church and serves on 
many church boards, commissions, and societies, including the 
Metropolitan Council of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, the 
Orthodox Theological Society of America, and the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese Commission for Science and Technology. She is the 
author of hundreds of scientific articles and three books on the 
Orthodox faith, including Challenge Questions on Orthodoxy and 
Beauty and Unity in Creation.  Woloschak is deeply devoted to the 
religion-science dialogue and to the partnership of theologians and 
scientists in addressing critical issues in society. 

Pneuma Divina Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:1-7 
1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want 
you to be uninformed. 2You know that when you were pagans, you 
were enticed and led astray to idols that could not speak. 3Therefore I 
want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever 
says ‘Let Jesus be cursed!’ and no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except 
by the Holy Spirit.4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same 
Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6and 
there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all 
of them in everyone.7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit 
for the common good. 
The New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Evolving Universe Evolving Faith, Episode 6 

Questions: 
 
 1. Does the use of 
nanotechnologies in modern 
medicine to affect gene or cell 
function raise moral or ethical 
questions?  If so, what are some 
of those questions? 
 
2. How does our genetic similarity 
to all life on Earth affect your 
ideas about what it means to be 
human?  How does it affect your 
ideas about God? 
 

6. 3. What might the difficulties 
experienced by scientists from 
different disciplines trying to 
communicate inform us about the 
challenges in the dialog between 
science and religion?  What can 
we do to better facilitate that 
discussion? 
 
 
 



 	  

	  

	   	  

EPISODE TITLE:   “Our Evolving Faith” 
 

Featured Guests:  Leslie Murrell, Ian Lynch and Cynthia Astle 

Leslie is a blogger for Darkwood Brew. She’s had her own blog for 9 
years – www.momontherocks.com, chronicling the crazy moments of 
mommyhood. She also has a column in HerLiving, a local Omaha 
Magazine. When she’s not writing, she’s laughing and/or eating with 
her very tall family: husband, Chris, and twins, Max and Lucy. 
***Disclaimer: Leslie is no theologian, minister, or avid Bible reader, 
but rather blogs on how Darkwood Brew episodes apply to a regular 
gal and what she’s learning along the way as a mom, a wife and a 
extreme lay person. 

Rev. Ian Lynch is a United Church of Christ pastor at First 
Congregational Church in Brimfield, MA. I’ve bumped into Ian at a 
number of UCC gatherings in Massachusetts over the past few years 
and thought highly of his humor, joy in pastoring and commitment to 
the Church. But what really caught my attention was his ministry 
following the tornadoes in Western Massachusetts. Following the 
tornadoes, he used social media to connect with his congregants and 
the wider community. A new kind of pastoral care is possible with 
social media. Ian and the First Congregational Church of Brimfield 
give us an example of how to show God’s love in the midst of 
enormous chaos and pain. 

Cynthia B. Astle is a professional journalist and editor whose work in 
religion writing has won many national and international awards over 
the past 25 years. Her religion credentials include certification as a 
lay speaker in The United Methodist Church and membership in the 
Order of Saint Luke, a dispersed monastic association of men and 
women devoted to liturgical scholarship and sacramental life. 
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Evolving Universe Evolving Faith, Episode 7 

Questions: 
 
 1. What does it mean for faith to 
evolve?  Why might that be a 
difficult concept? 
 
2. Do repeating patterns in nature, 
on very large and very small 
scales, suggest anything to you 
about the design of the universe? 
 

7. 3. What is the place of humans in 
relation to creation?  How might 
we foster better conversations 
between faith and science? 
 
4. What do you think it might 
mean if it turned out that the 
fundamental building block of the 
universe is love? 
 
5. When you listen to the God of 
the universe what do you hear? 
 


