New to the role of facilitator?
Here are a few tips to help you
get started.

o First of all, a facilitator’s job is to
coordinate the flow of each session.
View the video segment ahead of time
and make your own notes and obser-
vations.

« Prepare the meeting place so that it
is comfortable. Arrive early; help or-
ganize any refreshments and test your
video player/computer.

o Getting to know one another helps
the discussions flow. Welcome all,
catch up and reflect a bit on last week’s
session in the first few minutes.

« You don't have to be the expert. You
are not expected to provide answers
to questions provided. So let the ques-
tions ignite the conversation and see
where it takes the group.

« Its everyones responsibility to
make sure everyone else gets an equal
amount of time to talk.

« Listen first; evaluate later. Make sure
you understand a comment, then ask
questions or pose other options.

» Encourage participants to bring a
Bible or other resources.

« If you feel so moved, start, and/or
end your session in prayer.

-0

Wherever You Are, We'll Meet You There

Leadens Guide

“Can We Talk?”

Writer Anne Lamott says she has two favorite prayers: “Thanks, thanks,
thanks” and “Help, help, help!” This 8-part series helps participants
communicate more honestly with each other, and with God, by show-
ing a wide range prayerful response to life’s triumphs and tragedies. It
focuses on three broad categories of psalms identified by biblical schol-
ar Walter Brueggemann as Psalms of Orientation, Disorientation, and
New Orientation. Many of our guests have written commentaries on
the Psalms. All are fascinating.

Welcome to the Darkwood Brew journey!

We are glad you can join us. Our primary resources for small group
study are condensed versions of Darkwood Brew’s weekly one-hour
episodes. These are called GUIDED EPISODES. Each Guided Episode
is 25-30 minutes in length. There are pause points with questions pro-
vided for each Episode, intended for group discussion or individual
reflection.

On the following page, you will find information on the Series Topic,

Skype Guests, Scripture passage, and Questions posed during the
episode.
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Questions:

1. Is your connection to the Psalms more
practical or poetic?

2. How might you approach the Psalms in
a way that you can make them your own?

3. What do you think Pamela means by
“the honesty of the psalms”?

4. In what ways might the psalms evoke
transformative acts of love?

5. How might your practices like reading
the Psalms deepen your relationship with
God?

6. How does hearing a Psalm as music
change its meaning or impact for you?

7. Psalm 8 expresses the wonder of the
universe. How do you experience that
wonder?

“Psalm 8”

Can We Talk?, Episode 1

Featured Guest: Pamela Greenberg

Pamela Greenberg has an M.EA. from Syracuse University and a Masters in Jewish
Studies from Hebrew College. She has received several writing awards, including a
University Fellows award at Syracuse, a residency at the Millay Colony for the Arts,
and a residency at the Fine Arts Work Center in Provincetown. Her work has been
published in a number of journals, including The Green Mountains Review, The
Missouri Review, and Shankpainter.

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Psalm 8

To the leader: according to The Gittith. A Psalm of David.
' O Lord, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

You have set your glory above the heavens.

> Out of the mouths of babes and infants

you have founded a bulwark because of your foes,
to silence the enemy and the avenger.

> When I 'look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars that you have established;

* what are human beings that you are mindful of them,
mortals that you care for them?

> Yet you have made them a little lower than God,
and crowned them with glory and honour.
% You have given them dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet,
7 all sheep and oxen,
and also the beasts of the field,
% the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.

* O Lord, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

The New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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“Psalm 119”

Questions:

1. Margaret McGrath experiences the
Psalms as providing orientation and direc-
tion. How do you experience the Psalms?

2. Does it shift your perspective to consid-
er what God has done in addition to who
or what God is?

3. How can the Psalms also reflect our
lived experience today?

4. Why do you think the psalmist used
this acrostic format?

5. How or where do you experience “he-
sed’?

6. How might the idea of law/torah, when
combined with hesed/steadfast love, still
act as a model for our lives?

7. In what ways might this and other
psalms guide our path in this life?

Can We Talk?, Episode 2

Featured Guest: Dan Anderson

Dr. Daniel R. Anderson is the director of the Minnesota Consortium of Theological
School. Dan is an ordained ELCA pastor and received his PhD in Congregational
Mission and Leadership at Luther Seminary. In addition to working with the consor-
tium, Dan teaches in the DMin program in Congregational Mission and Leadership
at Luther Seminary and serves as research consultant for Luther’s DMin in Biblical

Preaching.

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Psalm 119

! Happy are those whose way is blameless,
who walk in the law of the Lord.
? Happy are those who keep his decrees,
who seek him with their whole heart,
* who also do no wrong,
but walk in his ways.
* You have commanded your precepts
to be kept diligently.
> O that my ways may be steadfast
in keeping your statutes!
¢ Then I shall not be put to shame,
having my eyes fixed on all your
commandments.
7 I will praise you with an upright heart,
when I learn your righteous ordinances.
8 I will observe your statutes;
do not utterly forsake me.

° How can young people keep their way
pure?
By guarding it according to your word.
1© With my whole heart I seek you;
do not let me stray from your
commandments.
T treasure your word in my heart,
so that I may not sin against you.
12 Blessed are you, O Lord;
teach me your statutes.
'* With my lips I declare
all the ordinances of your mouth.
1 delight in the way of your decrees
as much as in all riches.
1> T will meditate on your precepts,
and fix my eyes on your ways.
1o T will delight in your statutes;

I will not forget your word.

17 Deal bountifully with your servant,
so that I may live and observe your word.
'8 Open my eyes, so that I may behold
wondrous things out of your law.
1T live as an alien in the land;
do not hide your commandments from me.
% My soul is consumed with longing
for your ordinances at all times.
21 You rebuke the insolent, accursed ones,
who wander from your commandments;
?2 take away from me their scorn and
contempt,
for I have kept your decrees.
3 Even though princes sit plotting against
me,
your servant will meditate on your statutes.
* Your decrees are my delight,
they are my counsellors.

» My soul clings to the dust;
revive me according to your word.
% When I told of my ways, you answered me;
teach me your statutes.
7 Make me understand the way of your
precepts,
and I will meditate on your wondrous
works.
My soul melts away for sorrow;
strengthen me according to your word.
¥ Put false ways far from me;
and graciously teach me your law.
T have chosen the way of faithfulness;
I set your ordinances before me.

The New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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Pneuma Divina Scripture: Psalm 119 (continued)

T cling to your decrees, O Lord;
let me not be put to shame.

32T run the way of your commandments,
for you enlarge my understanding.

3 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes,
and I will observe it to the end.

3 Give me understanding, that I may keep your

law

and observe it with my whole heart.

% Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for I delight in it.

3 Turn my heart to your decrees,
and not to selfish gain.

¥ Turn my eyes from looking at vanities;
give me life in your ways.

3 Confirm to your servant your promise,
which is for those who fear you.

¥ Turn away the disgrace that I dread,
for your ordinances are good.

0 See, I have longed for your precepts;
in your righteousness give me life.

1 Let your steadfast love come to me, O Lord,
your salvation according to your promise.
2 Then I shall have an answer for those who
taunt me,
for I trust in your word.
* Do not take the word of truth utterly out of
my mouth,
for my hope is in your ordinances.
“ T will keep your law continually,
for ever and ever.
1 shall walk at liberty,
for I have sought your precepts.
T will also speak of your decrees before kings,
and shall not be put to shame;
#1 find my delight in your commandments,
because I love them.
1 revere your commandments, which I love,
and I will meditate on your statutes.

* Remember your word to your servant,
in which you have made me hope.
%0 This is my comfort in my distress,
that your promise gives me life.
*! The arrogant utterly deride me,
but I do not turn away from your law.
2 When I think of your ordinances from of old,
I take comfort, O Lord.
>3 Hot indignation seizes me because of the
wicked,
those who forsake your law.
** Your statutes have been my songs
wherever I make my home.
> I remember your name in the night, O Lord,
and keep your law.
% This blessing has fallen to me,
for I have kept your precepts.

% The Lord is my portion;
I promise to keep your words.
8 T implore your favour with all my heart;
be gracious to me according to your promise.
¥ When I think of your ways,
I turn my feet to your decrees;
% T hurry and do not delay
to keep your commandments.
¢! Though the cords of the wicked ensnare me,
I do not forget your law.
2 At midnight I rise to praise you,
because of your righteous ordinances.
% Tam a companion of all who fear you,
of those who keep your precepts.
¢ The earth, O Lord, is full of your steadfast
love;
teach me your statutes.

% You have dealt well with your servant,
O Lord, according to your word.
% Teach me good judgement and knowledge,
for I believe in your commandments.
¢ Before I was humbled I went astray,
but now I keep your word.
% You are good and do good;
teach me your statutes.
% The arrogant smear me with lies,

but with my whole heart I keep your precepts.

70 Their hearts are fat and gross,
but I delight in your law.

It is good for me that I was humbled,
so that I might learn your statutes.

72 The law of your mouth is better to me
than thousands of gold and silver pieces.

73 Your hands have made and fashioned me;
give me understanding that I may learn your
commandments.
7t Those who fear you shall see me and rejoice,
because I have hoped in your word.
7> T know, O Lord, that your judgements are
right,

and that in faithfulness you have humbled me.

76 Let your steadfast love become my comfort
according to your promise to your servant.
77 Let your mercy come to me, that I may live;

for your law is my delight.
78 Let the arrogant be put to shame,
because they have subverted me with guile;
as for me, I will meditate on your precepts.
7 Let those who fear you turn to me,
so that they may know your decrees.
8 May my heart be blameless in your statutes,
so that I may not be put to shame.

81 My soul languishes for your salvation;
I hope in your word.
82 My eyes fail with watching for your promise;

I ask, ‘When will you comfort me?’
% For I have become like a wineskin in the
smoke,
yet I have not forgotten your statutes.
8 How long must your servant endure?
When will you judge those who persecute me?
% The arrogant have dug pitfalls for me;
they flout your law.
8 All your commandments are enduring;
I am persecuted without cause; help me!
8 They have almost made an end of me on
earth;
but I have not forsaken your precepts.
8 In your steadfast love spare my life,
so that I may keep the decrees of your mouth.

8 The Lord exists for ever;
your word is firmly fixed in heaven.
* Your faithfulness endures to all generations;
you have established the earth, and it stands
fast.
°! By your appointment they stand today;,
for all things are your servants.
°2 If your law had not been my delight,
I would have perished in my misery.
% T will never forget your precepts,
for by them you have given me life.
T am yours; save me,
for I have sought your precepts.
% The wicked lie in wait to destroy me,
but I consider your decrees.
% T have seen a limit to all perfection,
but your commandment is exceedingly broad.
7 Oh, how I love your law!
It is my meditation all day long.
% Your commandment makes me wiser than my
enemies,
for it is always with me.
T have more understanding than all my
teachers,
for your decrees are my meditation.
10T understand more than the aged,
for I keep your precepts.
1 T hold back my feet from every evil way,
in order to keep your word.
121 do not turn away from your ordinances,
for you have taught me.
13 How sweet are your words to my taste,
sweeter than honey to my mouth!
1% Through your precepts I get understanding;
therefore I hate every false way.

1% Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.
16 T have sworn an oath and confirmed it,
to observe your righteous ordinances.
17T am severely afflicted;
give me life, O Lord, according to your word.
1% Accept my offerings of praise, O Lord,
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Pneuma Divina Scripture: Psalm 119 (continued)

and teach me your ordinances.

1T hold my life in my hand continually,
but I do not forget your law.

110 The wicked have laid a snare for me,
but I do not stray from your precepts.

" Your decrees are my heritage for ever;
they are the joy of my heart.

2T incline my heart to perform your statutes
for ever, to the end.

113 T hate the double-minded,
but I love your law.
4 You are my hiding-place and my shield;
I hope in your word.
15 Go away from me, you evildoers,
that I may keep the commandments of my
God.
116 Uphold me according to your promise, that
I may live,
and let me not be put to shame in my hope.
17 Hold me up, that I may be safe
and have regard for your statutes continually.
18 You spurn all who go astray from your
statutes;
for their cunning is in vain.
119 All the wicked of the earth you count as
dross;
therefore I love your decrees.
120 My flesh trembles for fear of you,
and I am afraid of your judgements.

12T have done what is just and right;
do not leave me to my oppressors.
122 Guarantee your servant’s well-being;
do not let the godless oppress me.
123 My eyes fail from watching for your
salvation,
and for the fulfilment of your righteous
promise.
124 Deal with your servant according to your
steadfast love,
and teach me your statutes.
12T am your servant; give me understanding,
so that I may know your decrees.
126 Tt s time for the Lord to act,
for your law has been broken.
127 Truly I love your commandments
more than gold, more than fine gold.
128 Truly I direct my steps by all your precepts;
I hate every false way.

129 Your decrees are wonderful;
therefore my soul keeps them.

130 The unfolding of your words gives light;
it imparts understanding to the simple.

1 With open mouth I pant,
because I long for your commandments.
32 Turn to me and be gracious to me,
as is your custom towards those who love
your name.
133 Keep my steps steady according to your
promise,

and never let iniquity have dominion over me.

13 Redeem me from human oppression,
that I may keep your precepts.

135 Make your face shine upon your servant,
and teach me your statutes.

136 My eyes shed streams of tears
because your law is not kept.

137 You are righteous, O Lord,
and your judgements are right.
13 You have appointed your decrees in
righteousness
and in all faithfulness.
13 My zeal consumes me
because my foes forget your words.
10 Your promise is well tried,
and your servant loves it.
1T am small and despised,
yet I do not forget your precepts.
2 Your righteousness is an everlasting
righteousness,
and your law is the truth.
3 Trouble and anguish have come upon me,
but your commandments are my delight.
!4 Your decrees are righteous for ever;
give me understanding that I may live.

14> With my whole heart I cry; answer me, O
Lord.
I will keep your statutes.
16T cry to you; save me,
that I may observe your decrees.
471 rise before dawn and cry for help;
I put my hope in your words.
148 My eyes are awake before each watch of the
night,
that I may meditate on your promise.
4 1n your steadfast love hear my voice;
O Lord, in your justice preserve my life.
10 Those who persecute me with evil purpose
draw near;
they are far from your law.
1! Yet you are near, O Lord,
and all your commandments are true.
2 Long ago I learned from your decrees
that you have established them for ever.

133 Look on my misery and rescue me,

for I do not forget your law.
134 Plead my cause and redeem me;
give me life according to your promise.
155 Galvation is far from the wicked,
for they do not seek your statutes.
1%¢ Great is your mercy, O Lord;
give me life according to your justice.
157 Many are my persecutors and my
adversaries,
yet I do not swerve from your decrees.
%8 T look at the faithless with disgust,
because they do not keep your commands.
1% Consider how I love your precepts;
preserve my life according to your steadfast
love.
10 The sum of your word is truth;
and every one of your righteous ordinances
endures for ever.

161 Princes persecute me without cause,
but my heart stands in awe of your words.
12T rejoice at your word
like one who finds great spoil.
163 T hate and abhor falsehood,
but I love your law.
164 Seven times a day I praise you
for your righteous ordinances.
195 Great peace have those who love your law;
nothing can make them stumble.
1% T hope for your salvation, O Lord,
and I fulfil your commandments.
17 My soul keeps your decrees;
I love them exceedingly.
18 T keep your precepts and decrees,
for all my ways are before you.

1 Let my cry come before you, O Lord;
give me understanding according to your
word.
170 Let my supplication come before you;
deliver me according to your promise.
71 My lips will pour forth praise,
because you teach me your statutes.
172 My tongue will sing of your promise,
for all your commandments are right.
173 Let your hand be ready to help me,
for I have chosen your precepts.
1741 long for your salvation, O Lord,
and your law is my delight.
17 Let me live that I may praise you,
and let your ordinances help me.
176 T have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek out
your servant,
for I do not forget your commandments.
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“Psalm 112”

Questions:

1. Do you feel a connection to the Psalms?
Why?

2. If God is steadfast in relationship with
us, how should we act in relationship with
each other?

3. What are some examples of the mer-
cy and generosity of God manifest in the
modern world?

4. According to Psalm 112 what are some
aspects of a life with faith?

5. What does it mean to serve your neigh-
bor?

6. What are some specific ways we might
open our hands to each other?

Can We Talk?, Episode 3

Featured Guest: Rolf Jacobson

Rolf Jacobson joined the Luther Seminary faculty as assistant professor of Old
Testament in July 2003. Prior to joining the seminary, he taught at Augsburg College,
Minneapolis, as an assistant professor of religion. Jacobson earned his bachelor’s de-
gree from the University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, Minn. in 1987. He holds a master of
divinity degree from Luther Seminary (1991) and a doctor of philosophy degree from
Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton, N.J. (2000). His teaching interests include
the Psalms, Old Testament prophets, biblical poetry, biblical theology, and biblical
narrative. He emphasizes that the purpose of a biblical text is not just for preaching
or teaching, although these are crucial functions. He says the Scriptures must also
be used in pastoral care, personal spiritual growth, and for the shaping of Christian
mission and theology.

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Psalm 112

! Praise the Lord!
Happy are those who fear the Lord,
who greatly delight in his commandments.
* Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
’ Wealth and riches are in their houses,
and their righteousness endures for ever.
* They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright;
they are gracious, merciful, and righteous.
> It is well with those who deal generously and lend,
who conduct their affairs with justice.
¢ For the righteous will never be moved;
they will be remembered for ever.
7 They are not afraid of evil tidings;
their hearts are firm, secure in the Lord.
8 Their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid;
in the end they will look in triumph on their foes.
? They have distributed freely, they have given to the poor;
their righteousness endures for ever;
their horn is exalted in honour.
' The wicked see it and are angry;
they gnash their teeth and melt away;
the desire of the wicked comes to nothing.
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“Psalm 137”

Questions:

1. How might the discordance of free jazz
be a metaphor for our ability to function
in the madness?

2. Is it possible to be abandoned by God?
Why or why not?

3. Is it possible to find multiple meanings,
even Christian meanings, in this ancient
Jewish psalm?

4. Can you find additional alternate
meanings by taking an allegorical ap-
proach to Psalm 1377

5. Can giving voice to anger in prayer be
a way to counter our desire for violence?

6. Why does it make sense to trust our
most precious hatreds to God?

Can We Talk?, Episode 4

Featured Guest: Jason Byassee

Jason Byassee is a fellow in theology and leadership at Leadership Education at Duke
Divinity and senior pastor of Boone United Methodist Church in the Western North
Carolina Conference. He worked at Duke Divinity School from 2008-2011, writing and
teaching about theology and leadership and editing the Call & Response blog at Faith
& Leadership for much of that time. He serves as a contributing editor to Christian
Century, where he was an assistant editor from 2004-2008. He is author of The Gifts
of the Small Church (Abingdon, 2010), Reading Augustine: A Guide to Confessions
(Cascade, 2006), An Introduction to the Sayings of the Desert Fathers (Cascade, 2007)
and Praise Seeking Understanding: Reading the Psalms with Augustine (Eerdmans,
2007). He has a master of divinity and doctorate from Duke University.

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Psalm 137

! By the rivers of Babylon—
there we sat down and there we wept
when we remembered Zion.

2 On the willows there
we hung up our harps.

* For there our captors
asked us for songs,

and our tormentors asked for mirth, saying,
‘Sing us one of the songs of Zion!’

* How could we sing the Lord’s song
in a foreign land?
> If I forget you, O Jerusalem,
let my right hand wither!
¢ Let my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth,
if I do not remember you,
if I do not set Jerusalem
above my highest joy.

7 Remember, O Lord, against the Edomites
the day of Jerusalem’s fall,

how they said, “Tear it down! Tear it down!
Down to its foundations!”

# O daughter Babylon, you devastator!
Happy shall they be who pay you back
what you have done to us!

¢ Happy shall they be who take your little ones
and dash them against the rock!
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“Psalm 66”

Questions:

1. What role is there for hope in the face of
the difficult realities of life?

2. What comes to mind when you consid-
er the idea of new orientation?

3. How might shouting provide a sense of
sanctuary?

4. In what ways might psalms of new ori-
entation be pointing out that “shift hap-
pens?”

5. What is the power of carrying the real-
ity of our suffering as we advance on our
journey in life?

6. What are some ways we can help heal
others even in our own woundedness?
7. What stood out for you from Psalm 66?

8. What meaning do you find in the meta-
phors of fire and water?

9. How might new orientation feed your
sense of wonder?

10. What will help you set aside your fears
and embrace the wonder of life?

Can We Talks?, Episode 5

Featured Guest: Dr. Bill Brown

Dr. Brown has abiding interests in the use of scripture in the life of the church and
the world, particularly in the context of ecology and justice. Specific interests in-
clude creation theology, faith and science dialogue, the Psalms, and wisdom literature
(Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes). Recent books include The Seven Pillars of Creation:
Bible, Science, and the Ecology of Wonder (Oxford University) and Wisdom’s Wonder
(Wm. B. Eerdmans).

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Psalm 66

To the leader. A Song. A Psalm. you laid burdens on our backs;
12 you let people ride over our heads;

we went through fire and through water;
yet you have brought us out to a spacious

place.

! Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth;
* sing the glory of his name;
give to him glorious praise.
’ Say to God, ‘How awesome are your
deeds! B I will come into your house with burnt-of-
Because of your great power, your ene- ferings;
mies cringe before you. I will pay you my vows,
* All the earth worships you; '* those that my lips uttered
they sing praises to you, and my mouth promised when I was in

sing praises to your name’ trouble.
Selah > T will offer to you burnt-offerings of fat-
lings,

° Come and see what God has done: with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams;
he is awesome in his deeds among mor- I will make an offering of bulls and goats.
tals. Selah
¢ He turned the sea into dry land;
they passed through the river on foot.
There we rejoiced in him,
7 who rules by his might for ever,
whose eyes keep watch on the nations—
let the rebellious not exalt themselves.
Selah

' Come and hear, all you who fear God,
and I will tell what he has done for me.

171 cried aloud to him,
and he was extolled with my tongue.

8 If I had cherished iniquity in my heart,
the Lord would not have listened.

¥ But truly God has listened;

8 Bless our God, O peoples, he has given heed to the words of my

let the sound of his praise be heard, prayer.
® who has kept us among the living,
and has not let our feet slip.
1% For you, O God, have tested us; 0 Blessed be God,

you have tried us as silver is tried.
" You brought us into the net;

because he has not rejected my prayer
or removed his steadfast love from me.
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“Psalm 27”

Questions:

1. What are some of the sources of fear in
our modern world?

2. How might the fears of Israel at the time
of King David been similar to our own?

3. What stood out for you from Psalm 27?

4. Bruce and Eric suggest that painful
experiences in life can be part of a cycle
that brings us closer to God. What do you
think?

5. In what ways does Psalm 27 represent
the cyclical experience Bruce compared to
the Grand Canyon Suite?

6. Have there been experiences in your life
when you confidence was shaken? What
was the outcome?

7. Can the struggles of our life lead us to
deeper levels of trust?

Can We Talks?, Episode 6

Featured Guest: Bruce Van Blair

Bruce’s interests keep him going in several different directions including the start up
of a new house church (now streamed live from our Countryside Chapel), and most
recently joining the Countryside community to begin our new ministry “Converging
Paths;” a partnership venture with the BTS Center in Bangor Maine, exploring our vo-
cational callings in our everyday workplaces, and our leadership in faith communities.
Bruce has written a wide collection of sermons as well as several books, including The
Believer’s Road, and In A Nutshell.

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Psalm 27

Of David.

! The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?

sacrifices with shouts of joy;
I will sing and make melody to the Lord.

7 Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud,
be gracious to me and answer me!

8 ‘Come; my heart says, ‘seek his face!’
Your face, Lord, do I seek.

° Do not hide your face from me.

2 When evildoers assail me
to devour my flesh—

my adversaries and foes—
they shall stumble and fall. Do not turn your servant away in anger,
you who have been my help.

Do not cast me off, do not forsake me,
O God of my salvation!

10 If my father and mother forsake me,

the Lord will take me up.

? Though an army encamp against me,
my heart shall not fear;

though war rise up against me,
yet I will be confident.

* One thing I asked of the Lord,
that will I seek after:

to live in the house of the Lord
all the days of my life,

! Teach me your way, O Lord,
and lead me on a level path
because of my enemies.
2 Do not give me up to the will of my

to behold the beauty of the Lord,
and to inquire in his temple.

5 For he will hide me in his shelter
in the day of trouble;

he will conceal me under the cover of his

tent;
he will set me high on a rock.

¢ Now my head is lifted up
above my enemies all around me,
and I will offer in his tent

adversaries,
for false witnesses have risen against
me,
and they are breathing out violence.

T believe that I shall see the goodness
of the Lord
in the land of the living.
'* Wait for the Lord;
be strong, and let your heart take
courage;
wait for the Lord!

The New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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“Psalm 23”

Questions:

1. What part of Psalm 23 stood out for
you? Why?

2. How might the words of Psalm 23 help
you set aside your fears?

3. What does it mean if the promise in
Psalm 23 that God is always with us is
true?

4. What sort of relationships might we
build if we seek first to understand, then
to be understood?

5. How would your life be different if you
moved from fear to flow?

Can We Talks?, Episode 7

Featured Guest: Lee C. Camp

Lee C. Camp is Professor of Theology & Ethics at Lipscomb University, the host and
creator of Tokens (TokensShow.com), and the author of Mere Discipleship: Radical
Christianity in a Rebellious World (2003; 2nd ed. 2008), and Who Is My Enemy?:
Questions American Christians Must Face about Islam-and Themselves (2011). An
Alabamian by birth, Lee completed undergraduate studies at Lipscomb University,
seminary at Abilene Christianity University, and his Ph.D. in Christian Ethics at
the University of Notre Dame. He and his wife Laura live with their three sons in
Nashville, Tennessee.

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Psalm 23

A Psalm of David.
! The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
> He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;
’ he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths

for his name’s sake.

* Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no evil;

for you are with me;
your rod and your staff—
they comfort me.

> You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.

¢ Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
my whole life long.

The New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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