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EPISODE TITLE: “Samuel”

Wait Training, Episode 4

Janet McKenzie is a native New Yorker, born in Brooklyn and raised in and 
around New York City. She now lives in the Northeast Kingdom of Vermont.

Ms McKenzie studied at the Fashion Institute of Technology (NYC) and the 
Art Students League (NYC), on scholarship (Merit, Arnold Blanch). She was 
the recipient of the Edward McDowell Traveling Scholarship, which sent her 
to Europe for a year to study and travel. At the time she was one of the young-
est recipients of the McDowell, which is the Art Students League’s most pres-
tigious award. After returning to New York the League gave Ms McKenzie her 
first solo show. Since that time she has focused her life’s work primarily on the 
subject of women.

7 Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest 
from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See now, 
I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.’ 3Nathan said to 
the king, ‘Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.’

4But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my ser-
vant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I 
have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt 
to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I 
have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any 
of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, 
saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house of cedar?’ 8Now therefore thus you 
shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the 
pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have 
been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before 
you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the 
earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that 
they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall 
afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my 
people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord 
declares to you that the Lord will make you a house.

16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your 
throne shall be established for ever.

Featured Guest: Janet McKenzie

Questions:

1. What do you think might be the differ-
ence between organized religion and or-
ganized faith?

2. What traditions might benefit from 
being dismantled? What should we take 
with us? What should we leave behind?

3. What stood out for you from 2 Samuel 
7:1-11 and 16?

4. Are you feeling a call to move on to 
something new? What are you being 
called to do?

5. Why do you think so many people re-
acted negatively to the painting? Why has 
it endured as an icon despite those objec-
tions?

6. Do these images challenge or inspire 
you? Why?

7. How will you know the pillar of fire 
when it comes? How will you answer its 
call?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: 2 Samuel 7:1-11,16


