
Wherever You Are, We’ll Meet You There

Leaders GuideNew to the role of facilitator? 
Here are a few tips to help you

get started.

• First of all, a facilitator’s job is to 
coordinate the flow of each session. 
View the video segment ahead of time 
and make your own notes and obser-
vations.

• Prepare the meeting place so that it 
is comfortable. Arrive early; help or-
ganize any refreshments and test your 
video player/computer.

• Getting to know one another helps 
the discussions flow. Welcome all, 
catch up and reflect a bit on last week’s 
session in the first few minutes. 

• You don’t have to be the expert. You 
are not expected to provide answers 
to questions provided. So let the ques-
tions ignite the conversation and see 
where it takes the group.

• It’s everyone’s responsibility to 
make sure everyone else gets an equal 
amount of time to talk.

• Listen first; evaluate later. Make sure 
you understand a comment, then ask 
questions or pose other options.

• Encourage participants to bring a 
Bible or other resources.

• If you feel so moved, start, and/or 
end your session in prayer.
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“Vocatio”
“Vocatio” refers to a calling into our life’s work. Finding the work of our 
soul is something Darkwood Brew Executive Director Rev. Eric Elnes, 
Ph.D. writes about in his upcoming book, The Gifts of the Dark Woods. 
This eight-week Darkwood Brew series, part of our By This Way of Life 
curriculum, features people from a variety of professions reflecting on 
how they feel they were called, how they answered and what it means 
in their lives and for themselves and those they interact with and influ-
ence. Join us as we explore how finding our sweet spot – the work in 
our life that brings us most fully alive – is a deep spiritual practice with 
ancient Christian roots and possibly even an accelerant for the work of 
the spirit in our world today.

Welcome to the Darkwood Brew journey!
We are glad you can join us. Our primary resources for small group 
study are condensed versions of Darkwood Brew’s weekly one-hour 
episodes. These are called GUIDED EPISODES. Each Guided Episode 
is 25-30 minutes in length. There are pause points with questions pro-
vided for each Episode, intended for group discussion or individual 
reflection.

On the following page, you will find information on the Series Topic, 
Skype Guests, Scripture passage, and Questions posed during the 
episode.
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EPISODE TITLE: “Called to Disappear”

Vocatio, Episode 1

Tracey Halvorson, a Certified Financial Planner with Ameriprise 
Financial. Tracey is among the top 50 most experienced Certified 
Financial Planners in the United States. She has been a financial planner 
for 31 years. When she first entered her field, she was the only woman in 
her graduating class, and one of the very first women CFP’s across the 
country. She lives in Omaha NE, enjoying volunteering, singing, out-
door activities, landscaping/gardening, travel, reading, neighborhood, 
friends and family.

1Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Mid-
ian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain 
of God. 2There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of 
a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3Then 
Moses said, ‘I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush 
is not burned up.’ 4When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God 
called to him out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ 5Then 
he said, ‘Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place 
on which you are standing is holy ground.’ 6He said further, ‘I am the God of 
your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ And 
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

7 Then the Lord said, ‘I have observed the misery of my people who are in 
Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know 
their sufferings, 8and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, 
and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing 
with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Am-
orites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9The cry of the Israelites 
has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10So 
come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of 
Egypt.’ 11But Moses said to God, ‘Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and 
bring the Israelites out of Egypt?’ 12He said, ‘I will be with you; and this shall 
be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people 
out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.’

Featured Guest: Tracey Halvorson

Questions:

1. What stood out for you from Exodus 
3:1-12?

2. Are there times when it is best to dis-
appear by turning sideways into the light? 
What are some of those times? Do you 
think God calls you by name? What does 
that mean for you?

3. What obstacles have you faced in your 
working life? Have you been able to find 
meaningful work in spite of them? What 
sacrifices have you had to make to ensure 
balance in your work?

4. Tracey suggests that each of us should 
dream a unique dream for our lives. What 
does that mean to you? How do you think 
God’s vision for your life informs your 
own?

5. Eric suggests that when we are freed 
from the bondage of living lives set out for 
us by others, we may then disappear into 
the light and be freed to work into God’s 
purpose for us. What is your purpose? 
What brings you most fully alive?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Exodus 3: 1-12
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EPISODE TITLE: “Called to Being � understruck”

Vocatio, Episode 2

Dyson DeMara’s career in the wine industry spans 32 years and 
multiple continents, including Europe, South America and Asia. He has 
worked for Pine Ridge and Robert Mondavi Winery and his experience 
includes viticulture, winemaking, marketing and research. DeMara 
previously owned a winery in Napa Valley and currently is the owner 
and winemaker of HillCrest Winery and Distillery, Oregon’s oldest es-
tate winery. In addition to Oregon he also makes wine in Spain, France 
and Germany.

44 ‘� e kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a � eld, which some-
one found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys 
that � eld.

45  ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of � ne 
pearls; 46on � nding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had 
and bought it.

28 ‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the � rst and said, 
“Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” 29He answered, “I will not”; but later 
he changed his mind and went. 30� e father went to the second and said the 
same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did 
the will of his father?’ � ey said, ‘� e � rst.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, 
the tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead 
of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not 
believe him, but the tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even 
a� er you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.

Featured Guest: Dyson DeMara

Questions:

1. What stood out for you from Matthew 
13:44-46 and 21:28-32?

2. Eric shared a story of being thunder-
struck by the voices of thirty French bal-
lerinas. Have you had an experience that 
changed the course of your life? How did 
it play out?

3. Dyson discovered his passion for wine 
unexpectedly. What ignites your passion? 
Are you able to indulge that passion? 
What purpose do you think it serves?

4. What are the moral or ethical challeng-
es of your vocation? How do you address 
them?

5. What do you think Eric means when he 
says � nding your vocation may be more 
about strategic faithfulness than strategic 
planning? What struggles do you face in 
your vocation, or in � nding your voca-
tion? What unique characteristics or skills 
do you bring to those struggles?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Matthew 13:44-46 and 21:28-32
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EPISODE TITLE: “Called to Uncertainty”

Vocatio, Episode 3

Scott has over 25 years experience writing, producing, directing and 
photographing just about every sort of media project you can imag-
ine, and few you probably never thought of. Scott’s background is in 
advertising and marketing. He was a partner in a creative agency with 
blue-chip international clients before starting the company that became 
Creatista in 2000.

17 When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them by way of the 
land of the Philistines, although that was nearer; for God thought, ‘If the peo-
ple face war, they may change their minds and return to Egypt.’ 18So God led 
the people by the roundabout way of the wilderness towards the Red Sea. � e 
Israelites went up out of the land of Egypt prepared for battle.  19And Moses 
took with him the bones of Joseph, who had required a solemn oath of the 
Israelites, saying, ‘God will surely take notice of you, and then you must carry 
my bones with you from here.’  20� ey set out from Succoth, and camped at 
Etham, on the edge of the wilderness.21� e  Lord  went in front of them in 
a pillar of cloud by day, to lead them along the way, and in a pillar of � re by 
night, to give them light, so that they might travel by day and by night. 22Nei-
ther the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of � re by night le�  its place in front 
of the people.

Featured Guest: Scott Griessel

Questions:

1. How does uncertainty make you feel? 
Is it ever actually possible to be certain? 
Why or why not? 

2. What stood out for you from Exodus 
13:17-22? 

3. Eric suggests that the Israelite slaves 
might have, like many others, experienced 
trepidation about taking an unknown 
path as opposed to remaining in familiar 
bondage. What are some situations where 
people cling to the known at the expense 
of stepping out into the unknown? 

4. Scott suggests that we may crave plot 
twists in movies because we naturally 
anticipate change and unexpected out-
comes. What do you think of that idea? 
What have been some of the plot twists in 
your own life? 

5. What bene� ts do you think might be 
generated by embracing uncertainty? 
Why do you think the subjects of � e As-
phalt Gospel had such a di� erent attitude 
at the end of their journey than they did 
in the middle? What insight does that pro-
vide you for your own journey?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Exodus 13:17-22
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EPISODE TITLE: “Called to Get Lost”

Vocatio, Episode 4

RN at Nebraska Medicine Internal Medicine Clinic. Formerly worked 
in Quality Assurance in both the so� ware and seafood industries before 
entering a career she had always considered her “calling.” Mother of two 
girls, Arianna and Maren, and wife of Eric Elnes.

3Moses was keeping the � ock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Mid-
ian; he led his � ock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain 
of God. 2� ere the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a � ame of � re out of 
a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3� en 
Moses said, ‘I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush 
is not burned up.’ 4When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God 
called to him out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ 5� en 
he said, ‘Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place 
on which you are standing is holy ground.’ 6He said further, ‘I am the God of 
your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ And 
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

7 � en the LORD said, ‘I have observed the misery of my people who are in 
Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know 
their su� erings, 8and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, 
and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land � owing 
with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Am-
orites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9� e cry of the Israelites 
has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10So 
come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of 
Egypt.’ 11But Moses said to God, ‘Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and 
bring the Israelites out of Egypt?’ 12He said, ‘I will be with you; and this shall 
be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people 
out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.’

13 But Moses said to God, ‘If I come to the Israelites and say to them, “� e 
God of your ancestors has sent me to you”, and they ask me, “What is his 
name?” what shall I say to them?’ 14God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’ He said 
further, ‘� us you shall say to the Israelites, “I AM has sent me to you.” ’

Featured Guest: Melanie Elnes

Questions:

1. How does being lost make you feel? 
When you’ve felt lost, how did it happen? 
We’re did it lead? 

2. What stood out for you from Exodus 
3:1-14?  

3. Has there been a time in your life when 
the things that used to bring you alive 
seemed to become burdensome? If so, did 
you feel lost? What did you do about that? 
How did it turn out? 

4. Melanie’s personal story of Vocatio fol-
lows a path that wandered and wasn’t al-
ways clearly de� ned. How does that com-
pare to your own path? How do you think 
it will compare to the path ahead for you? 
Do you sense that you’re pulling or being 
pulled? In either case, what does it feel 
like? Where do you think it will lead? How 
might getting lost help you � nd the way?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Exodus 3: 1-14
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EPISODE TITLE: “Called to Get Empty”

Vocatio, Episode 5

Leader and pianist Bob Ravenscro�  has long been a man in pursuit of sonic 
perfection. His family literally has music in its blood, traceable all the way 
back to � omas Ravenscro� , composer of the Whole Booke of Psalms in 1621. 
Four centuries later, Bob continues to bring a spiritual element and meditative 
reverence for the environment to his music, but he draws upon an extensive 
jazz writing, arranging and performing background to create “live” composi-
tions, enabling his audiences to virtually become part of the creative process. 
As a performer, Bob Ravenscro�  has worked with countless � ne musicians, 
both in his own combos and with others, for more than 20 years. His Jazzbird 
Studio played a pivotal role in the Phoenix music community for almost two 
decades, o� ering jazz instruction, audio production, and numerous concert 
series. An able and avid teacher, he has served on several jazz studies faculties 
over the years and has helped to shape scores of up-and-coming performers.

2If then there is any encourage-
ment in Christ, any consolation from 
love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 
compassion and sympathy, 2make 
my joy complete: be of the same 
mind, having the same love, being 
in full accord and of one mind. 3Do 
nothing from sel� sh ambition or 
conceit, but in humility regard 
others as better than yourselves. 4Let 
each of you look not to your own 
interests, but to the interests of 
others. 5Let the same mind be in you 
that was in Christ Jesus, 
6 who, though he was in the form 
of God,
   did not regard equality with God
   as something to be exploited, 
7 but emptied himself,

   taking the form of a slave,
   being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form, 
8   he humbled himself
   and became obedient to the point 
of death—
   even death on a cross. 

9 � erefore God also highly exalt-
ed him
   and gave him the name
   that is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus
   every knee should bend,
   in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, 
11 and every tongue should confess
   that Jesus Christ is Lord,
   to the glory of God the Father. 

Featured Guest: Bob Ravenscro� 

Questions:

1. What comes to mind when you think 
of emptiness? Do you consider it to be a 
good thing, a bad thing, or something else 
entirely? 

2. What stood out for you from Philippi-
ans 2:1-11? 

3. Eric suggests that emptying ourselves 
in order to allow God to work in our lives 
might actually allow for greater self-ex-
pression. Do you agree? Why or why not? 
In either case, what do you think being 
empty means? 

4. Does your life include acts of improvi-
sation? If so, how do they happen? Do you 
feel you are alone in that improvisation, 
or do you have a sense of co-creating with 
God? 

5. How is the act of getting empty also and 
act of trust and faith?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Philippians 2: 1-11
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EPISODE TITLE: “Called to Embrace Failure”

Vocatio, Episode 6

Marsha was spotlighted on a hidden camera segment of ABC’s na-
tional television program “What Would You Do?” in an episode ti-
tled, “Interracial Couple Faces Criticism.”  She  is also the Founder of 
the H.U.G.S. Movement – “Helping Us Grow Spiritually” – that impels 
individuals to commit to a “HUGS Mindset” of encouraging, inspiring 
and upli� ing others through their words, actions and deeds.” Marsha is 
also an accomplished business professional. Her career includes work-
ing in media, advertising, communications, � nance, human resources, 
marketing and public relations.

14 For we know that the law is spiritual; but I am of the � esh, sold into slavery 
under sin. 15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but 
I do the very thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is 
good. 17But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For 
I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my � esh. I can will what 
is right, but I cannot do it.19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not 
want is what I do.20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but 
sin that dwells within me.

21 So I � nd it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at 
hand. 22For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my mem-
bers another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of 
sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me 
from this body of death? 25� anks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

So then, with my mind I am a slave to the law of God, but with my � esh I am 
a slave to the law of sin. 

8� ere is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Je-
sus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law 
of sin and of death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the � esh, could 
not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful � esh, and to deal with 
sin, he condemned sin in the � esh, 4so that the just requirement of the law might 
be ful� lled in us, who walk not according to the � esh but according to the Spir-
it. 5For those who live according to the � esh set their minds on the things of the 
� esh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of 
the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the � esh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is 
life and peace.

Featured Guest: Marsha Bonner

Questions:

1. What stood out for you from Romans 
8:1-6?

2. What do you think Eric means when 
he says that Christian faith may be about 
transformation rather than success? What 
part might failure play in that process?

3. If faith isn’t a pathway for achieving 
perfection, what do you think it does lead 
to? What a� ect might that have on how 
you live?

4. When you encounter someone like 
Marsha who seems thoughtful, smart 
and successful, what assumptions do you 
make about them? What assumptions do 
you think people make about you and 
your path? What do they get wrong?

5. Marsha indicates that the experiences, 
including the failures, in her life are part 
of an arc that has brought her forward to 
be who she is today. How have the failures 
in your life been a part of bringing you 
forward? Are you in control, or is there 
some other force at work?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Romans 7:14 – 8:6
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EPISODE TITLE: “Called to Temptation”

Vocatio, Episode 7

Clayton Chapman, Chef and Owner of � e Grey Plume, Omaha NE. 
Clayton attended culinary school at the Illinois Institute of Art in Chicago, 
and was the youngest person to ever hold the Chef de Partie position 
under Chef Rick Tramonto at the world-renowned Tru Restaurant. 
Upon graduating, Clayton travelled to Europe to experience traditional 
French cuisine before returning to Omaha and working as Executive 
Chef of Omaha’s celebrated V. Mertz, where he introduced the “tasting 
menu” concept to the Omaha market. A� er V. Mertz, he served as the 
Executive Chef at Spencer’s for Steaks and Chops in Omaha and taught 
culinary classes at Metropolitan’s School for the Culinary Arts. In both 
2011 and 2012 he was nominated for the James Beard Award of “Rising 
Star Chef of the Year” and in 2011 was highlighted by Cooking Light 
Magazine as one of nations seven “Trail Blazing Chefs”. Clayton is a 
member of Countryside Community Church, with his wife, Bernadette 
and their two children, Hudson and Scarlet.

11 Do not speak evil against one another, brothers and sisters. Whoever 
speaks evil against another or judges another, speaks evil against the law and 
judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a 
judge. 12� ere is one lawgiver and judge who is able to save and to destroy. So 
who, then, are you to judge your neighbour? 

13 Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to such and 
such a town and spend a year there, doing business and making money.’14Yet 
you do not even know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you 
are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.15Instead you ought 
to say, ‘If the Lord wishes, we will live and do this or that.’ 16As it is, you boast 
in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil.17Anyone, then, who knows the 
right thing to do and fails to do it, commits sin.

Featured Guest: Clayton Chapman

Questions:

1. What stood out for you from James 
4:11-17? What do you think the line

“...if you know the right thing to do, and 
don’t do it, that, for you, is evil,” suggests?

2. What wrong goods threaten to tempt 
you away from your true path?

3. What helps you to know when you are 
doing your own right good? What feelings 
or emotions are associated with that ac-
tion? What about this work calls you?

4. Clayton is enthusiastic about food and 
thoughtful regarding his environment 
and community. What are some other ex-
amples of people who make a di� erence 
following their unique calling?

5. What do you think would be the e� ect 
on your community and on the world if 
more people where doing what brings 
them truly alive instead of what others 
expect of them? What can you do in your 
own life to help make that happen for 
yourself or for others?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: James 4:11-17
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EPISODE TITLE: “Called to Mis� t Community”

Vocatio, Episode 8

Dr. Eric Elnes is a biblical scholar with a Ph.D. in Biblical Studies from 
Princeton � eological Seminary.  He is also a leading articulator of 
Convergence Christianity and Senior Minister of Countryside Community 
Church (UCC) in Omaha, NE.  Eric has written several books on faith, the-
ology and culture including, � e Phoenix A�  rmations: A New Vision for the 
Future of Christianity (Jossey-Bass, 2006) and a book on experiential worship 
called Igniting Worship: � e Seven Deadly Sins (Abingdon, 2004).  In 2006, 
Eric also helped lead a 2,500 mile walk from Phoenix to Washington, DC, to 
promote awareness of progressive/emerging Christian faith and practice and 
meet with Christians at a grassroots to hear their hopes and dreams for the 
future of faith in America.  His journey, which is the subject of a feature-length 
� lm, � e Asphalt Gospel, is recounted in his book, Asphalt Jesus: Finding a 
New Christian Faith on the Highways of America (Jossey-Bass, 2007).  Elnes 
lives as an “empty nester” in Omaha with his wife, Melanie, dog Roe, and cat 
Tamar.  � ey have two college-age daughters, Arianna and Maren.

20Early on the � rst day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 
to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and 
went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 
them, ‘� ey have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have 
laid him.’ 3� en Peter and the other disciple set out and went towards the tomb. 4� e 
two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 
� rst. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did 
not go in. 6� en Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw 
the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying 
with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8� en the other disciple, 
who reached the tomb � rst, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did 
not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10� en the disciples 
returned to their homes.

11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to 
look into the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus 
had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13� ey said to her, ‘Woman, 
why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘� ey have taken away my Lord, and I do 
not know where they have laid him.’ 14When she had said this, she turned round and 
saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, 
‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 
laid him, and I will take him away.’ 16Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to 
him in Hebrew,‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher).
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Questions:

1. What stood out for you from John 20:1-
16? What do you think this familiar Eas-
ter passage might have to say about mis� t 
community?

2. Why do you think Jesus would choose 
to appear to his disciples instead of the 
powerful people of his day? What do you 
think that might mean for us today?

3. How do you think the mis� ts Eric de-
scribes di� er from other religious people? 
What makes them di� erent? Do you ever 
feel like a mis� t when it comes to your 
faith? If so, why?

4. What do you think of Eric’s idea that 
our communities of faith bene� t from 
including people who have experienced 
brokenness? Why do you think that might 
be? What might that mean about the place 
of mis� ts in God’s kingdom?

5. Practicing love for God, neighbor and 
self, as Jesus taught, may lead to being 
considered, or feeling like, a mis� t. What 
is it about the path of Jesus that causes that 
to happen? What do you think is the place 
for mis� ts in the Christian faith, and in 
the world?
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