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EPISODE TITLE: “Called to Embrace Failure”

Vocatio, Episode 6

Marsha was spotlighted on a hidden camera segment of ABC’s na-
tional television program “What Would You Do?” in an episode ti-
tled, “Interracial Couple Faces Criticism.”  She  is also the Founder of 
the H.U.G.S. Movement – “Helping Us Grow Spiritually” – that impels 
individuals to commit to a “HUGS Mindset” of encouraging, inspiring 
and uplifting others through their words, actions and deeds.” Marsha is 
also an accomplished business professional. Her career includes work-
ing in media, advertising, communications, finance, human resources, 
marketing and public relations.

14 For we know that the law is spiritual; but I am of the flesh, sold into slavery 
under sin. 15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but 
I do the very thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is 
good. 17But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For 
I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what 
is right, but I cannot do it.19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not 
want is what I do.20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but 
sin that dwells within me.

21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at 
hand. 22For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my mem-
bers another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of 
sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me 
from this body of death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

So then, with my mind I am a slave to the law of God, but with my flesh I am 
a slave to the law of sin. 

8There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Je-
sus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law 
of sin and of death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could 
not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with 
sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law might 
be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spir-
it. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the 
flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of 
the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is 
life and peace.

Featured Guest: Marsha Bonner

Questions:

1. What stood out for you from Romans 
8:1-6?
2. What do you think Eric means when 
he says that Christian faith may be about 
transformation rather than success? What 
part might failure play in that process?
3. If faith isn’t a pathway for achieving 
perfection, what do you think it does lead 
to? What affect might that have on how 
you live?
4. When you encounter someone like 
Marsha who seems thoughtful, smart 
and successful, what assumptions do you 
make about them? What assumptions do 
you think people make about you and 
your path? What do they get wrong?
5. Marsha indicates that the experiences, 
including the failures, in her life are part 
of an arc that has brought her forward to 
be who she is today. How have the failures 
in your life been a part of bringing you 
forward? Are you in control, or is there 
some other force at work?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Romans 7:14 – 8:6


