
  

EPISODE TITLE:   “Vocatio” 
 

Featured Guest:  Bruce Van Blair 

Bruce’s interests keep him going in several different directions 
including the startup of a new house church (now streamed live 
from our Countryside Chapel), and most recently joining the 
Countryside community to begin our new ministry “Converging 
Paths;” a partnership venture with the BTS Center in Bangor Maine, 
exploring our vocational callings in our everyday workplaces, and 
our leadership in faith communities. Bruce has written a wide 
collection of sermons as well as several books, including The 
Believer’s Road, and In A Nutshell. 

Pneuma Divina Scripture:  Ephesians 4: 1-7, 11-13 

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of 
the calling to which you have been called, 2with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3making 
every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to 
the one hope of your calling, 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one 
God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in 
all.7 But each of us was given grace according to the measure of 
Christ’s gift. 

11The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12to equip 
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, 13until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full 
stature of Christ. 
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The Great Convergence, Episode 3 

Questions: 
 
 1. What stood out for you from 
Ephesians 4: 1- 7 and 11-13? Why do 
you think Paul makes distinctions 
among the followers of Jesus 
regarding their callings to 
vocations? 
 
2. Bruce said, “Spirit doesn’t break 
our free will or strong-arm us. We 
are in creation that we didn’t choose 
and are constantly influenced by it.” 
What does that mean to you? Why 
would God allow suffering instead 
of forcing our actions? 
 
3. What is the difference between 
“preaching Jesus” and treating 
people like they are Jesus? What 
meaning do you take from Eric’s and 
Bruce’s story of Simba’s Auto? 
 
4. Have you received a calling to a 
specific vocation? What was the 
call? How did you respond? 
 
5. Eric suggests that a calling never 
come without empowerment? Has 
that been your experience? If so, 
what was the form of that 
empowerment? 
 

1.  


