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EPISODE TITLE: “Justice”

Hope: A Pessimist’s Guide, Episode 5

Rev. Michael Piazza is a spiritual visionary, author and social justice advocate 
who comes to Virginia-Highland Church after 23 years with the Cathedral 
of Hope in Dallas, Texas. Under his courageous leadership as senior pastor 
and later dean, the Cathedral of Hope made religious history by reclaiming 
Christianity as a faith of extravagant grace, radical inclusion and relentless 
compassion while becoming the world’s largest liberal Christian church with 
a predominantly lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender outreach. Rev. Piazza 
also is the co-executive director of the Center for Progressive Renewal, which 
is renewing Progressive Christianity by training new assertive leaders, sup-
porting the birth of new liberal/progressive congregations, and by renewing 
and strengthening existing progressive churches. In addition, he serves as 
President of Hope for Peace & Justice, a non-profit ministry whose mission is 
equipping progressive people of faith to be champions for peace and justice.

21 I hate, I despise your festivals,
   and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
22 Even though you offer me your burnt-offerings and grain-offerings,
   I will not accept them;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
   I will not look upon. 
23 Take away from me the noise of your songs;
   I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
24 But let justice roll down like waters,
   and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

25 Did you bring to me sacrifices and offerings the forty years in the 
wilderness, O house of Israel? 26You shall take up Sakkuth your king, 
and Kaiwan your star-god, your images that you made for yourselves; 
27therefore I will take you into exile beyond Damascus, says the Lord, 
whose name is the God of hosts.

Featured Guest: Michael Piazza

Questions:

1. How is Justice related to Hope?

2. What does this passage have to say 
about the relationship between religion 
and justice?

3. What does it mean to you to take the 
Bible seriously?

4. What should the role of the church be 
in issues of justice?

5. What are some issues of justice where 
you think the church should take a more 
vocal prophetic stance?

6. Where do you see reasons for hope in 
the face of injustice?

7. How might being a people of hope and 
resurrection inform our work for justice?

8. How can a personal walk with God pro-
vide the strength to take on the giants of 
injustice?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Amos 5: 21-27


