
 	
	

	 EPISODE TITLE:   “The Gift of Disappearing” 
 

Featured Guest: Winnie Varghese 
The Rev. Winnie Varghese is the 13th Rector of St. Mark’s-Church-
in-the-Bowery in New York City. She is a native Texan with family 
roots in the ancient Mar Thoma church of southwest India (State of 
Kerala). She serves on the Board of Directors of the Episcopal Service 
Corps. She has been active in peace and justice work as a board 
member of the Episcopal Peace Fellowship and a writer for The 
Witness magazine. She is featured in the Via Media and Living the 
Questions teaching series. She has served as Episcopal Chaplain at 
Columbia University and UCLA. 

Pneuma Divina Scripture:  Mark 5:25 – 34 
24So he went with him. And a large crowd followed him and pressed 
in on him.25Now there was a woman who had been suffering from 
haemorrhages for twelve years. 26She had endured much under many 
physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she was no better, but 
rather grew worse. 27She had heard about Jesus, and came up behind 
him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28for she said, ‘If I but touch 
his clothes, I will be made well.’ 29Immediately her haemorrhage 
stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. 
30Immediately aware that power had gone forth from him, Jesus 
turned about in the crowd and said, ‘Who touched my clothes?’ 31And 
his disciples said to him, ‘You see the crowd pressing in on you; how 
can you say, “Who touched me?” ’ 32He looked all round to see who 
had done it. 33But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, 
came in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told him the 
whole truth. 34He said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has made you well; 
go in peace, and be healed of your disease.’ 
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Questions: 
 
 1. What frightens you more- the 
voice within that speaks of your 
shortcomings, or of your true 
power? Why? 
 
2. What stood out for you from 
Mark 5:25 -34? 
 
3. How does disappearing depend 
on personal particularity? Is it 
possible to find what you need by 
turning away from what is 
expected? 
 
4. When we reach out towards the 
fullest expression of our 
humanity, what will it call us to 
do? Who will it call us to be? 
 
5. What image of yourself is way 
too small for you? How might you 
disappear to that image? 
 

5.  


