
 	
	

	 EPISODE TITLE:   “The Gift of Temptation” 
 

Featured Guest: Parker Palmer 
Parker J. Palmer is a writer, speaker, and activist who focuses on 
issues in education, community, leadership, spirituality and social 
change. His work speaks to people in many walks of life, including 
public and higher education, healthcare, religion, business, 
philanthropy, community organizing, and grass-roots social change. 
He has published a dozen poems, some 200 essays, and nine books, 
including several best-selling and award-winning titles. 

Pneuma Divina Scripture:  Matthew 4:1-11  

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
by the devil. 2He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards 
he was famished. 3The tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the 
Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.’ 4But 
he answered, ‘It is written, “One does not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that comes from the mouth of God.” ’ 5 Then the devil 
took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, 6saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself 
down; for it is written, “He will command his angels concerning you”, 
and “On their hands they will bear you up, 
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ’  
7Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do not put the Lord your God 
to the test.” ’8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and 
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour; 9and 
he said to him, ‘All these I will give you, if you will fall down and 
worship me.’ 10Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! for it is 
written,“Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.” ’  11Then 
the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
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Questions: 
 
 1. Do you have a mission that 
calls to you? What is it? 
 
2. What stood out for you from 
Matthew 4:1-11? 
 
3. Are you able to find or make a 
safe space to listen to the voice of 
your soul? 
 
4. What good works might tempt 
you away from your deep 
gladness? 
 
5. How do you feel when you are 
following your central call? What 
are the results?  
 

4.  


