
  

EPISODE TITLE:   “The Lord Alone?” 
 

Featured Guest:  Fatemeh Keshavarz 
Fatemeh Keshavarz, born and raised in the city of Shiraz, completed her 
studies in Shiraz University, and University of London. She taught at 
Washington University in St. Louis for over twenty years where she 
chaired the Dept. of Asian and Near Eastern Languages and Literatures 
from 2004 to 2011. In 2012, Keshavarz joined the University of Maryland as 
the Roshan Institute Chair in Persian Language and Literature, and 
Director of the Roshan Institute Center for Persian Studies.Keshavarz is 
author of award winning books including Reading Mystical Lyric: the Case 
of Jalal al-Din Rumi (USC Press,1998), Recite in the Name of the Red Rose 
(USC Press, 2006) and a book of literary analysis and social commentary 
titled Jasmine and Stars: Reading more than Lolita in Tehran (UNC Press, 
2007). She has also published other books and numerous journal 
articles. Keshavarz is a published poet in Persian and English and an 
activist for peace and justice. 

Pneuma Divina Scripture:  Deuteronomy 6: 4-13 

4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. 5You shall love 
theLord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your might. 6Keep these words that I am commanding you 
today in your heart. 7Recite them to your children and talk about 
them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie 
down and when you rise.8Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix 
them as an emblem on your forehead, 9and write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

10 When the Lord your God has brought you into the land that he 
swore to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give 
you—a land with fine, large cities that you did not build, 11houses 
filled with all sorts of goods that you did not fill, hewn cisterns that 
you did not hew, vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant—
and when you have eaten your fill, 12take care that you do not forget 
the Lord, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of slavery. 13The Lord your God you shall fear; him you shall serve, 
and by his name alone you shall swear. 

 The New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Questions: 
 
 1. What stood out for you from 
Deuteronomy 6: 4-13? 
 
2. Rumi writes of deep and 
sincere love. How does that love 
operate in your life? How does it 
figure into your relationship with 
God? 
 
3. How might going deeper into 
your own particular spiritual 
practice help you more fully 
experience the universal nature 
of God? 
 
4. What meaning do you find in 
Like This, translated from Rumi’s 
Divan by Fatemah Keshavarz? 
 


