
Wherever You Are, We’ll Meet You There

Leaders GuideNew to the role of facilitator? 
Here are a few tips to help you

get started.

• First of all, a facilitator’s job is to 
coordinate the flow of each session. 
View the video segment ahead of time 
and make your own notes and obser-
vations.

• Prepare the meeting place so that it 
is comfortable. Arrive early; help or-
ganize any refreshments and test your 
video player/computer.

• Getting to know one another helps 
the discussions flow. Welcome all, 
catch up and reflect a bit on last week’s 
session in the first few minutes. 

• You don’t have to be the expert. You 
are not expected to provide answers 
to questions provided. So let the ques-
tions ignite the conversation and see 
where it takes the group.

• It’s everyone’s responsibility to 
make sure everyone else gets an equal 
amount of time to talk.

• Listen first; evaluate later. Make sure 
you understand a comment, then ask 
questions or pose other options.

• Encourage participants to bring a 
Bible or other resources.

• If you feel so moved, start, and/or 
end your session in prayer.
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“Failing, Falling and Flying”
Put away your flannel-graphs because this study of Genesis is any-
thing but one-dimensional. Join guests Kevin Miller, Nadia Bolz-
Weber, Reinhilde Ruprecht, Terence Fretheim, Chip Bouzard, and Beth 
Johnson, for a series that will challenge what you think you know about 
seemingly familiar stories. Spoiler alert: There’s way more grace there 
than you think.

Welcome to the Darkwood Brew journey!
We are glad you can join us. Our primary resources for small group 
study are condensed versions of Darkwood Brew’s weekly one-hour 
episodes. These are called GUIDED EPISODES. Each Guided Episode 
is 25-30 minutes in length. There are pause points with questions pro-
vided for each Episode, intended for group discussion or individual 
reflection.

On the following page, you will find information on the Series Topic, 
Skype Guests, Scripture passage, and Questions posed during the 
episode.
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EPISODE TITLE: “Imago Dei”

Failing, Falling and Flying, Episode 1

Despite dwelling on hell for far longer than most would recommend, � lmmaker Kevin 
Miller maintains an optimistic outlook on life—and death. Originally from Foam 
Lake, Saskatchewan, Kevin always dreamed of being in the movie business but never 
actually believed he’d get there. So he’s as surprised as anyone to go onto imdb.com 
and � nd all of those credits listed under his name. Some of Kevin’s most recent proj-
ects include Hellbound?, spOILed, Sex+Money and With God On Our Side—not to 
mention a brief stint portraying Lex Luthor on Smallville.

26 � en God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 
likeness; and let them have dominion over the � sh of the sea, and over the 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ 

27 So God created humankind in his image,
   in the image of God he created them;
   male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and � ll 

the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the � sh of the sea and over 
the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ 
29God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the 
face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them 
for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and 
to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, 
I have given every green plant for food.’ And it was so. 31God saw everything 
that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth day.

Featured Guest: Kevin Miller

Questions:

1. What is your understanding of the con-
cept of original sin? How does that doc-
trine a� ect us as individuals and as a so-
ciety today?

2. Does it change how you view the book 
of Genesis if you suspect the writers were 
incorporating Babylonian ideas about 
creation from the Enuma Elish? Why...or 
why not?

3. What do you believe about Hell? What 
forms that belief? 

4. What stood out for you from Genesis 
1:26-31? Do ideas from the conversation 
between Eric and Kevin a� ect how you 
hear the familiar story this time?

5. What do you think it means to be creat-
ed in the likeness of God? What does it say 
about God’s relationship with us?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Genesis 1:26-31
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EPISODE TITLE: “� at Darned Snake”

Failing, Falling and Flying, Episode 2

Nadia Bolz-Weber is the founding pastor of House for All Sinners and Saints, an 
ELCA mission church in Denver, Colorado. She’s a leading voice in the emerging 
church movement and her writing can be found in � e Christian Century and Jim 
Wallis’ God’s Politics blog. She is author of Salvation on the Small Screen? 24 Hours of 
Christian Television (Seabury 2008) and the Sarcastic Lutheran blog.
   Her theological memoir, Pastrix: the Cranky, Beautiful Faith of a Sinner & Saint 
(Jericho, 2013) is also available.

14� e Lord God said to the serpent,
‘Because you have done this,
   cursed are you among all animals
   and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go,
   and dust you shall eat
   all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the 

woman,
   and between your o� spring and hers;
he will strike your head,
   and you will strike his heel.’ 
16To the woman he said,
‘I will greatly increase your pangs in 

childbearing;
   in pain you shall bring forth children,
yet your desire shall be for your husband,
   and he shall rule over you.’ 
17And to the man he said,
‘Because you have listened to the voice of 

your wife,
   and have eaten of the tree
about which I commanded you,
   “You shall not eat of it”,
cursed is the ground because of you;
   in toil you shall eat of it all the days of 

your life; 

18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth 
for you;
   and you shall eat the plants of the � eld. 
19 By the sweat of your face
   you shall eat bread
until you return to the ground,
   for out of it you were taken;
you are dust,
   and to dust you shall return.’

20 � e man named his wife Eve, because 
she was the mother of all who live. 21And 
the Lord God made garments of skins 
for the man and for his wife, and clothed 
them.

22 � en the Lord God said, ‘See, the man 
has become like one of us, knowing good 
and evil; and now, he might reach out his 
hand and take also from the tree of life, 
and eat, and live for ever’— 23therefore the 
Lord God sent him forth from the garden 
of Eden, to till the ground from which he 
was taken. 24He drove out the man; and at 
the east of the garden of Eden he placed 
the cherubim, and a sword � aming and 
turning to guard the way to the tree of life.

Featured Guest: Nadia Bolz-Weber

Questions:

1. What tempts you?

2. Why do you suppose the historical 
contexts within which the two creation 
accounts in Genesis were written has so 
much to do with how they di� er ?

3. How would you go about reconciling 
their distinct stories?

4. How does the temptation to focus on 
what we lack as opposed to what we have 
divert our attention from God? What are 
some examples ?

5. What di� erence can it make in our lives 
to trust that none of our mistakes have 
eternal consequences?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Genesis 3:14-24
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EPISODE TITLE: “� at Darned Brother”

Failing, Falling and Flying, Episode 3

Reinhilde Ruprecht entered the � eld of publishing in 1993, � rst as an editor for the 
Evangelical Church Encyclopedia and of theological textbooks.

4 Now the man knew his wife Eve, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, 
‘I have produced a man with the help of the Lord.’ 2Next she bore his brother 
Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a tiller of the ground. 3In the 
course of time Cain brought to the Lord an o� ering of the fruit of the ground, 
4and Abel for his part brought of the � rstlings of his � ock, their fat portions. 
And the Lord had regard for Abel and his o� ering, 5but for Cain and his o� er-
ing he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell. 6� e 
Lord said to Cain, ‘Why are you angry, and why has your countenance fallen? 
7If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is lurk-
ing at the door; its desire is for you, but you must master it.’

8 Cain said to his brother Abel, ‘Let us go out to the � eld.’ And when they 
were in the � eld, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him. 9� en 
the Lord said to Cain, ‘Where is your brother Abel?’ He said, ‘I do not know; 
am I my brother’s keeper?’ 10And the Lord said, ‘What have you done? Listen; 
your brother’s blood is crying out to me from the ground! 11And now you are 
cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s 
blood from your hand. 12When you till the ground, it will no longer yield to 
you its strength; you will be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.’ 13Cain 
said to the Lord, ‘My punishment is greater than I can bear! 14Today you have 
driven me away from the soil, and I shall be hidden from your face; I shall be a 
fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and anyone who meets me may kill me.’ 
15� en the Lord said to him, ‘Not so! Whoever kills Cain will su� er a sevenfold 
vengeance.’ And the Lord put a mark on Cain, so that no one who came upon 
him would kill him. 16� en Cain went away from the presence of the Lord, and 
settled in the land of Nod, east of Eden.

Featured Guest: Reinhilde Ruprecht

Questions:

1. Why do you suppose John Steinbeck 
and many others including � lmmakers, 
writers and artists, return so o� en to the 
theme of Cain and Abel.

2. Where do you see the energy of the 
Cain and Abel story today?

3. What might it mean if God is somehow 
complicit in creating the situation that 
precipitated Cain’s act of violence?

4. What is required for us to be our sisters’ 
and brothers’ keepers? What is not?

5. What di� erence does it make if our 
most important choice is not between 
good and evil, but whether or not to be in 
relationship with God?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Genesis 4: 1-16
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EPISODE TITLE: “� at Darned Flood”

Failing, Falling and Flying, Episode 4

Terence E. Fretheim is Elva B. Lovell Professor Emeritus of Old Testament at Luther 
Seminary, Saint Paul, Minn., where he taught for over forty years. He is the author 
of many articles and books, the most recent of which are: Reading Hosea-Micah: A 
Literary and � eological Commentary (Smyth & Helwys, 2013); Creation Untamed:  
� e Bible, God, and Natural Disasters (Baker, 2010); About the Bible: Short Answers to 
Big Questions (Revised and Expanded Edition; Fortress, 2009). His current project is 
focused on the God of the Old Testament.

9 God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and 
� ll the earth. 2� e fear and dread of you shall rest on every animal of the earth, 
and on every bird of the air, on everything that creeps on the ground, and on all 
the � sh of the sea; into your hand they are delivered. 3Every moving thing that 
lives shall be food for you; and just as I gave you the green plants, I give you ev-
erything. 4Only, you shall not eat � esh with its life, that is, its blood. 5For your own 
lifeblood I will surely require a reckoning: from every animal I will require it and 
from human beings, each one for the blood of another, I will require a reckoning 
for human life. 

6 Whoever sheds the blood of a human,
   by a human shall that person’s blood be shed;
for in his own image
   God made humankind. 
7And you, be fruitful and multiply, abound on the earth and multiply in it.’

8 � en God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9‘As for me, I am establishing 
my covenant with you and your descendants a� er you, 10and with every living 
creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the 
earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, 
that never again shall all � esh be cut o�  by the waters of a � ood, and never again 
shall there be a � ood to destroy the earth.’ 12God said, ‘� is is the sign of the cov-
enant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, 
for all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign 
of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth 
and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between 
me and you and every living creature of all � esh; and the waters shall never again 
become a � ood to destroy all � esh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it 
and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of 
all � esh that is on the earth.’ 17God said to Noah, ‘� is is the sign of the covenant 
that I have established between me and all � esh that is on the earth.’

Featured Guest: Terence Fretheim

Questions:

1. At face value, what sort of message does 
the � ood story send about God? How 
does that � t with your image of God?

2. In a universe that is good, but not pre-
fect, does God act to either create or pre-
vent human su� ering? Based on your an-
swer, how does that a� ect our relationship 
with God?

3. What stood out for you from Genesis 
9:8-17?

4. Is it possible to change God’s mind? 
Can a God that never changes in relation-
ship to us be in conversation with us?

5. Has this discussion changed your per-
spective on the � ood story? What new in-
sights have you discovered?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Genesis 9:1-17
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EPISODE TITLE: “� at Darned Tower”

Failing, Falling and Flying, Episode 5

Chip Bouzard is a theologian and professor of religion currently teaching at Wartburg 
College in Waverly, Iowa.

11 Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2And as they 
migrated from the east, they came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and 
settled there. 3And they said to one another, ‘Come, let us make bricks, and 
burn them thoroughly.’ And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mor-
tar. 4� en they said, ‘Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower with its 
top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves; otherwise we shall 
be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.’ 5� e Lord came down 
to see the city and the tower, which mortals had built. 6And the Lord said, 
‘Look, they are one people, and they have all one language; and this is only the 
beginning of what they will do; nothing that they propose to do will now be 
impossible for them. 7Come, let us go down, and confuse their language there, 
so that they will not understand one another’s speech.’ 8So the Lord scattered 
them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they le�  o�  building 
the city. 9� erefore it was called Babel, because there the Lord confused the 
language of all the earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad over 
the face of all the earth.

Featured Guest: Chip Bouzard

Questions:

1. How does it feel when communications 
falter? Why do you think God intervened 
in this story to make it happen?

2. What stood out for you from Genesis 
11:1-9?

3. Why might the author of the Tower of 
Babel story be commenting on Babylo-
nian religious belief and the practice of 
building towers? How do people today 
criticize the beliefs of others?

4. Where do we tend to look for security? 
What does the story of the Tower of Babel 
have to say about that? Where should we 
look?

5. What is the place of other voices in your 
own faith journey? How can we all learn 
to listen better?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Genesis 11:1-9
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EPISODE TITLE: “Jesus, � e New Adam”

Failing, Falling and Flying, Episode 6

Dr. E. Elizabeth Johnson is the J. Davison Philips Professor of New Testament at 
Columbia � eological Seminary. Dr. Johnson is interested in the ways the church uses 
the Bible to think about faith and life. She is drawn to exploring how the Pauline let-
ters invite us to re� ect about who God is and what Jesus’ death and resurrection mean 
for human life and society.
     In addition, Dr. Johnson has published a number of articles on the New Testament 
related to families and family values.

12 � erefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death 
came through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned— 13sin 
was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is 
no law. 14Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those 
whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one 
who was to come.

15 But the free gi�  is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the 
one man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gi�  
in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 16And the 
free gi�  is not like the e� ect of the one man’s sin. For the judgement following 
one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gi�  following many trespass-
es brings justi� cation. 17If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised 
dominion through that one, much more surely will those who receive the 
abundance of grace and the free gi�  of righteousness exercise dominion in life 
through the one man, Jesus Christ.

18 � erefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one 
man’s act of righteousness leads to justi� cation and life for all. 19For just as by 
the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s 
obedience the many will be made righteous. 20But law came in, with the result 
that the trespass multiplied; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the 
more, 21so that, just as sin exercised dominion in death, so grace might also 
exercise dominion through justi� cation leading to eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

Featured Guest: Beth Johnson

Questions:

1. What stood out for you from Romans 
5:12-21? What do you think Paul was try-
ing to say to the Romans about the Gen-
esis stories?

2. If we are justi� ed and at peace with 
God, why do we need rules and laws?

3. How does Paul’s worldview and histor-
ical context change our interpretation of 
his message?

4. How do you interpret the statement 
that Paul’s view of the human predica-
ment is that we require both a hospital 
and prison? How does Jesus change that 
predicament?

5. What does it mean if God’s grace wins 
in the end?

Pneuma Divina Scripture: Romans 5:12-21


