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EPISODE TITLE: “Jesus, The New Adam”

Failing, Falling and Flying, Episode 6

Dr. E. Elizabeth Johnson is the J. Davison Philips Professor of New Testament at 
Columbia Theological Seminary. Dr. Johnson is interested in the ways the church uses 
the Bible to think about faith and life. She is drawn to exploring how the Pauline let-
ters invite us to reflect about who God is and what Jesus’ death and resurrection mean 
for human life and society.
     In addition, Dr. Johnson has published a number of articles on the New Testament 
related to families and family values.

12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death 
came through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned— 13sin 
was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is 
no law. 14Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those 
whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one 
who was to come.

15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the 
one man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift 
in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 16And the 
free gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgement following 
one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespass-
es brings justification. 17If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised 
dominion through that one, much more surely will those who receive the 
abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life 
through the one man, Jesus Christ.

18 Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one 
man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19For just as by 
the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s 
obedience the many will be made righteous. 20But law came in, with the result 
that the trespass multiplied; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the 
more, 21so that, just as sin exercised dominion in death, so grace might also 
exercise dominion through justification leading to eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.
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Questions:

1. What stood out for you from Romans 
5:12-21? What do you think Paul was try-
ing to say to the Romans about the Gen-
esis stories?

2. If we are justified and at peace with 
God, why do we need rules and laws?

3. How does Paul’s worldview and histor-
ical context change our interpretation of 
his message?

4. How do you interpret the statement 
that Paul’s view of the human predica-
ment is that we require both a hospital 
and prison? How does Jesus change that 
predicament?

5. What does it mean if God’s grace wins 
in the end?
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