
  

 

  
EPISODE TITLE:   “The Pillar of Trust” 

 

Featured Guest:  Rolf Jacobson 
Rolf Jacobson joined the Luther Seminary faculty as assistant professor of Old 
Testament in July 2003. Prior to joining the seminary, he taught at Augsburg 
College, Minneapolis, as an assistant professor of religion. Jacobson earned his 
bachelor's degree from the University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, Minn. in 1987. 
He holds a master of divinity degree from Luther Seminary (1991) and a doctor 
of philosophy. 

Pneuma Divina Scripture:  Isaiah 36:1-3, 13-20; 37:1-7  
36 In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, King Sennacherib of Assyria came up 
against all the fortified cities of Judah and captured them. 2The king of Assyria sent 
the Rabshakeh from Lachish to King Hezekiah at Jerusalem, with a great army. He 
stood by the conduit of the upper pool on the highway to the Fuller’s Field. 3And 
there came out to him Eliakim son of Hilkiah, who was in charge of the palace, and 
Shebna the secretary, and Joah son of Asaph, the recorder. 
 
13Then the Rabshakeh stood and called out in a loud voice in the language of Judah, 
‘Hear the words of the great king, the king of Assyria! 14Thus says the king: “Do not 
let Hezekiah deceive you, for he will not be able to deliver you. 15Do not let 
Hezekiah make you rely on the LORD by saying, The LORD will surely deliver us; 
this city will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.” 16Do not listen to 
Hezekiah; for thus says the king of Assyria: “Make your peace with me and come 
out to me; then every one of you will eat from your own vine and your own fig tree 
and drink water from your own cistern, 17until I come and take you away to a land 
like your own land, a land of grain and wine, a land of bread and vineyards. 18Do 
not let Hezekiah mislead you by saying, The LORD will save us. Has any of the gods 
of the nations saved their land out of the hand of the king of Assyria? 19Where are 
the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim? Have they 
delivered Samaria out of my hand? 20Who among all the gods of these countries 
have saved their countries out of my hand, that the LORD should save Jerusalem 
out of my hand?” ’ 
 
37 When King Hezekiah heard it, he tore his clothes, covered himself with sackcloth, 
and went into the house of the LORD. 2And he sent Eliakim, who was in charge of 
the palace, and Shebna the secretary, and the senior priests, covered with sackcloth, 
to the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz. 3They said to him, ‘Thus says Hezekiah, This day 
is a day of distress, of rebuke, and of disgrace; children have come to birth, and there 
is no strength to bring them forth. 4It may be that the LORD your God heard the 
words of the Rabshakeh, whom his master the king of Assyria has sent to mock the 
living God, and will rebuke the words that the LORD your God has heard; therefore 
lift up your prayer for the remnant that is left.’ 
 
5When the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah, 6Isaiah said to them, ‘Say to 
your master, “Thus says the Lord: Do not be afraid because of the words that you 
have heard, with which the servants of the king of Assyria have reviled me. 7I 
myself will put a spirit in him, so that he shall hear a rumour, and return to his own 
land; I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.” ’ 
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Dwelling & Indwelling, Episode 5 
 

Questions: 
 
1. In situations that require 
difficult decisions, how do you 
trust that God is at work in your 
discernment? Can you ever be 
sure?  
 
2. Have you ever taken a leap of 
faith? How did that work out?  
 
3. What missions are we as 
individuals and as the church 
being called into? What does it 
mean for us to act in trust and 
answer those calls? 
 
 
Thorny Theological Question: 
 
Have you taken a leap of faith? 
How did that work out? 

 


