
  

EPISODE TITLE:   “Breathe!” 
 

Featured Guest:  Jack Levison 
Called a “brilliant and spirited theologian” by author Phyllis Tickle, Jack 
Levison has a passion for ideas and an obsession with writing. Raised in a 
small tract house in Levittown, New York, Jack left to attend Wheaton 
College, where his Greek professor captured his imagination with visions 
of Cambridge University. When he returned from England to pursue 
doctoral studies at Duke University, Jack fell in love with a divinity 
student, Priscilla Pope, alongside of whom he now teaches at Seattle 
Pacific University. Jack is an internationally recognized scholar, whose 
books have received wide acclaim. Scot McKnight, author of The Jesus 
Creed, characterized Filled with the Spirit as “the benchmark and starting 
point for all future studies of the Spirit,” and Walter Brueggemann hailed 
it as “inspired.” Already Eugene Peterson has called his next book, Fresh 
Air: the Holy Spirit for an Inspired Life, “a rare and remarkable 
achievement.” 

Pneuma Divina Scripture:  Romans 8: 26-30 and 38-39 

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know 
how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs 
too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what 
is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God.28 We know that all things work 
together for good for those who love God, who are called according 
to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined 
to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be 
the firstborn within a large family. 30And those whom he 
predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also 
justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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Listen, Episode 2 

Questions: 
 
1. What do you think of the idea 
that air and spirit are the same 
thing? What do you think might 
mean? How would that, or does 
that, inform your spiritual 
practices? 
 
2. What are some examples of the 
impact of the Holy Spirit, or the 
movement of what Jack refers to 
as “spirit breath,” in our world? 
Does our Christian context make 
a difference in how we ultimately 
respond to that spirit or breath? 
 
3. How do you prepare for or 
spiritual guidance? What has 
been the result? How might you 
strengthen that preparation? 
 
4. What stood out for you from 
Romans 8:26-30 and 38-39? 
 
5. What is the difference between 
praying for what you want and 
praying for what it is necessary 
to pray for?  
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